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“We need to 
realize that 
creation is 
going to be 
redeemed, 
too, not just 
burned up...
”











I N S I D E
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
Maas turns stewardly passion 
into environmental internship
Julie Ooms
Ours is a community where faith and life and learning are not separate...they’re one.” That’s the first sentence you 
read when you visit Dordt’s website. Elsewhere 
on the website, you’ll find Dordt’s mission 
statement, which states that the college tries 
“to equip students, alumni, and the broader 
community to work effectively toward Christ-
centered renewal in all aspects of contemporary 
life.” 
 The work Senior Teresa Maas did this 
summer demonstrates how some students are 
striving to integrate faith and learning and 
lifestyle in their discipline while at the same time 
preparing themselves for service in the broader 
community. It began last spring when Maas and 
her fellow environmental studies students, Clyde 
Prosper and Shannon Wright, tried to come 
up with ways to encourage stewardly life on 
campus as part of their work for the “Seminar on 
Creation Stewardship” class.
 “The outcome of this course is something 
that should be useful to the campus and 
the community,” says Dr. Robert DeHaan, a 
professor of environmental studies and Maas’s 
supervisor this summer during her internship. 
Students in past classes, for example, have 
written proposals on how materials from the 
East Campus Apartments could be recycled if 
the apartments were torn down and on how to 
restore a wet prairie ecosystem on the old Kuhl 
Farm, property Dordt College purchased directly 
to the south of the campus.
 Maas and her classmates, however, took 
an even more concrete approach. “We were 
exploring ways in which Dordt students could 
become more environmentally aware,” Maas 
says, “and we decided we wanted to focus on 
raising awareness among students about the 
environment. We want things like recycling and 
energy conservation to become a part of student 
lifestyles.”
 Many might ask why creation stewardship 
isn’t already a part of Christian students’ lives. “I 
think people often don’t regard their relationship 
with creation to be as much a part of their 
Christian lifestyle as stewardship of gifts and 
possessions is,” Maas says. “A lot of Christians 
are more geared toward spreading the gospel and 
personal spirituality. There’s nothing wrong with 
that, but we also need to realize that creation is 
going to be redeemed, too, not just burned up or 
something. When we read Genesis, we should 
realize that we were entrusted with caring for 
creation at Creation!”
 DeHaan supports Maas’s statements in 
describing his take on the role of the Christian in 
relation to creation stewardship. “We need to see 
ourselves as the caretakers of this world God has 
made. That involves fellow human beings, plants 
and animals, mountains and oceans.” 
 In order to help Dordt students start to 
“see themselves as caretakers,” Maas and her 
classmates began with research. They looked 
into ways students could conserve and properly 
use water and energy as well as ways they could 
recycle in and around Dordt’s campus. The 
students compiled their research on a website, 
which Maas continued working on over the 
summer. Maas and her fellow students open 
the still-in-process website with a quote by 
twentieth-century Christian thinker Francis 
Schaeffer: “Man was given dominion over 
creation.  This is true. But since the Fall,  
 (Continued on page 2)





The Dordt College Education Department has been 
awarded a $6,000 grant to 
purchase video conferencing 
equipment that would give 
teachers-to-be a peek into 
participating classrooms around 
the state. 
  “This equipment gives us 
a window into classrooms,” 
says Professor Tim Van 
Soelen. Student teachers and 
faculty will be able to observe, 
communicate, collaborate, and 
interact with all participating 
K-12 classrooms, teachers, and 
English Language Learners 
(ELL) throughout the state of 
Iowa. Participating schools have 
been provided with the video 
conferencing equipment so that 
colleges selected for the Teacher 
Quality Enhancement Grant 
Program can collaborate with 
their pre-service teachers.
 The Teacher Quality 
Enhancement Grant Program 
was established by the Iowa 
Department of Education in 
part to improve the teaching 
of culturally and linguistically 
diverse students. It is funded 
by the U.S. Department of 
Education.
 The Iowa Department of 
Education (DOE) also awarded 
the Dordt College Education 
Department an $11,895 grant 
to upgrade student learning and 
performance assessment and to 
improve its data management 
system. 
 “The grant will help us ensure 
that students in our program can 
apply what they know in their 
classrooms when they become 
teachers,” said Professor Dennis 
Vander Plaats. Vander Plaats 
says that performance-based 
assessment is important because 
it goes beyond measuring 
textbook learning to actually 
evaluating competencies in 
teaching. 
 The DOE grant will be used 
to upgrade data management 
of student learning assessment, 
to coordinate student learning 
assessment tools with program 
improvement assessment tools, 
to do additional data entry, and 
to train faculty in the workings 
and use of the Teacher Education 
Program (TEP) assessment plan. 
  
Vo i c e  2
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
When Hillary Clinton recently made a campaign swing through Sioux Center, I shook her hand, 
welcomed her to Northwest Iowa, and 
identified myself to her as president 
of the local Christian College. 
The senator’s first question 
was, “How many students do 
you have in your college?”   
 The question didn’t surprise 
me. It’s the standard discussion 
starter I get as a college 
president, both from those 
who are hearing about 
our college for the first 
time and from those who 
have been around for 
the last fifty years: “How 
many students do you 
have at Dordt this year?” 
 I suppose that makes 
sense, whether it comes from a friend of the 
college or from a potential president of the 
United States. After all, as the conventional 
wisdom goes, when it comes right down 
to it, when talking about colleges and 
universities, “It’s really all about the students.” 
 It surely is true that Dordt College 
doesn’t exist first of all to drive economic 
development in our community–although we 
do. Nor does our college exist to provide jobs 
and employment for the gifted professors 
and staff that make up our campus–although 
we certainly do that too. So it seems to make 
sense to conclude that, in the end, colleges 
are all about the students. 
 However, the longer I’m at Dordt 
College, the more I’m convinced that, in 
the end, we’re not really “all about the 
students.” Rather, our education 
actually needs to be “all about the 
graduates.” When it comes right 
down to it, it’s not the college 
experience that is the test of 
a good quality institution of 
higher education. Rather it is 
the graduates’ effectiveness that 
is our goal, and what graduates do 
with what they have learned 
is the measure of whether 
we have accomplished our 
mission as a college. 
 Singing in a college choir 
is wonderful and playing 
hockey is exciting. Film 
festivals are stimulating 
and service projects are exhilarating. Lab 
experiments are fascinating and class 
discussions enlightening. But what really 
counts is whether those experiences during 
the campus years have prepared and 
equipped graduates with the insight, skills, 
and conviction necessary to spend a lifetime 
in service to the kingdom Christ is bringing. 
 That’s also a good perspective from 
which to evaluate the quality rankings on 
which Dordt College recently has excelled. 
It is wonderful that as a very young college 
we’ve climbed to the top ten (number three 
actually) among the ninety-five colleges to 
which U.S. News compares us in its quality 
rankings. And it’s great that we can do so at 
a value pricing that places us number four 
in the U.S. News evaluation of the quality of 
education received for the price paid. 
 But such rankings miss the real point. 
The real point is not whether this is a college 
that its peers and external evaluators regard 
as a really good school worth every penny 
you pay. Instead the fundamental question is 
whether Dordt College graduates are fanning 
out across the world to take their place as 
signposts for the kingdom of God as it comes 
in every square inch of human culture.   
 Unfortunately, I didn’t have the chance 
to give Senator Clinton that whole speech.  I 
just told her quickly about the more than 
1,300 students who are receiving a Christian 
education on our campus this year. And 
she was gracious in her comments about 
the type of quality education that kind 
of environment can provide. But I hope 
someday, whether it is Senator Clinton 
or one of the other candidates who made 
their way to Sioux Center, I will be able to 
tell the next president of the United States 
something more about the 13,000 alumni 
of Dordt College who are engaging every 
corner of this world in the name of Christ–
and for his glory alone. 
 After all, that’s really the measure of any 
college worthy of its calling. Ultimately, it is 
all about the graduates. 
It's all about the graduates
Dr. Carl E. Zylstra
F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N TCampus
Capsules
(Continued from page 1)
man has exercised this dominion wrongly....
Surely then, Christians who have returned 
through the work of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
fellowship with God and have a proper place 
of reference to the God who is there should 
demonstrate a proper use of nature. We are to 
have dominion over it, but...we are not going 
to act as though it were nothing in itself or 
as though we will do to nature everything we 
can do.” 
 The website, homepages.dordt.edu/
ccare, is available on campus and off, making 
it accessible to students and those on the 
campus network such as parents, alumni, 
prospective students, community members, 
and potential donors. That way, according 
to Maas, everyone in contact with Dordt 
has a way to access the research and the 
possibilities for environmental stewardship 
the class came up with.
 However, in order to make environmental 
stewardship a more central part of the 
Christian ethic towards life, Maas and her 
classmates wanted to do more than conduct 
research and create an informative website.
 “The students were focused on moving 
from thought and classwork to actually doing 
something,” says DeHaan. Over the summer 
in her internship, Maas made many phone 
calls to compare Dordt’s on-campus recycling 
program with that of other schools. She 
talked with people at Northwestern College 
in Orange City and Central College in Pella, 
two Iowa Christian colleges. It was also 
an opportunity, according to DeHaan, for 
people at Dordt to make connections to other 
colleges who share a dedication to stewardly 
living. 
 Maas also researched options Dordt might 
have for recycling in the future and worked 
with Dordt’s maintenance department. Over 
the past few years, the maintenance staff 
has done many seemingly small things to 
further Dordt’s environmental stewardship: 
installing more energy-efficient lighting in 
Dordt’s buildings and helping to manage 
the recycling program. In fact, it was the 
maintenance department who proposed that 
the work Maas and her classmates did last 
spring be continued in a summer internship. 
“Maintenance has done a lot to help,” says 
Maas. “Now, it’s the students’ turn to become 
more aware of how Christians should take 
care of creation.”
 One of the ways Maas decided to use 
to increase student awareness was to film 
three-minute informative commercials, 
which she and Vern Eekhoff, a member of 
the maintenance department as well as a 
budding, wannabe film director, made this 
summer.
 “These commercials can be shown before 
events like the Freshmen Talent Show, 
NC/DC (the Northwestern/Dordt talent 
competition), and the Talent Extravaganza, 
to increase awareness and give students 
more knowledge about environmental 
stewardship,” Maas says. Along with her 
research, telephoning, and commercial-
making, Maas also spoke with students about 
starting a Conservation Club on campus. “It 
would be more like a ‘lifestyle club,’” she says. 
“Members would wear a badge or something 
like it on their backpacks, and that way they 
would know who the others were and keep 
each other accountable.” 
 Throughout the summer, Maas and 
DeHaan met weekly to discuss their progress, 
map out their next steps, and brainstorm 
about how to get around roadblocks. (“And 
I signed her timecards,” says DeHaan, 
chuckling.) 
 “Most of what we’ve been doing is still a 
work in progress,” says Maas, “but then again, 
so is raising any kind of awareness to effect 
change.”
 When asked what she would like to see 
happen at Dordt as a result of her work, 
Maas says, “I hope people at Dordt start to 
make stewardly living a priority. It wouldn’t 
take much—we can take shorter showers, 
for example, and turn out the lights when we 
leave rooms, and recycle—we just need to do 
it!” 
 DeHaan agrees. “We need to put our ideas 
about what it means to be stewards of the 
earth into practice,” he says. “As Christians, 
we have a better reason to care for the 
environment than anyone else.” They believe 
it’s part of living Soli Deo Gloria–to the glory 
of God. 
 On the Web 
Go to homepages.dordt.edu/ccare 
to access the research and the 
possibilities for environmental 
stewardship the class came up with.
Summer experience brings results
Julie Ooms 
Dordt College has a commitment to increase students’ understanding of and appreciation for other cultures,” says Corinne Hentges, Dordt’s 
Coordinator for Off-Campus Programs. Several years ago, 
that commitment led to the adoption of a cross-cultural 
requirement that all students must complete in order to 
graduate. Students can fulfill the requirement by taking 
extra language courses, by being extensively involved in an 
American subculture significantly different from Dordt’s, 
or by going off campus for a semester on programs in the 
Middle East, the Netherlands, or Latin America. In these 
programs, students spend a semester in another country, 
learning about another culture, history, and language. 
 Not every student can take a semester abroad. Yet many 
students, even though their schedules don’t allow them 
to go off campus for a full semester, do want to have an 
experience in a different country. These students have the 
opportunity to take one of Dordt’s May courses, offered at 
the beginning of the summer and open to any student in 
any major.
 According to Hentges, the programs originated with 
professors, who were encouraged to develop summer 
courses on and off campus that could fulfill the cross-
cultural requirements. The courses are approved like any 
other new course on campus, and students register for them 
like they would for any other course. 
 “Students have to pay an overload fee during the spring 
semester before they go,” Hentges says, “plus any program 
fees. Some programs are more expensive than others, 
depending on where the program is.” The three credits 
students earn on the programs go on their transcripts for 
the previous spring semester.
 Right now, Dordt has four May courses that have already 
taken students to various parts of the globe, and one more 
is set to begin this coming May. Dr. Socorro Woodbury, a 
professor in Dordt’s foreign language department, takes a 
group of students to Honduras in her course titled “Central 
America: Language, Culture and Society.” Another foreign 
language professor, Leendert van Beek, takes a group 
to the Netherlands with his course, “Dutch Culture and 
a Reformed Worldview.” Agriculture professors Duane 
Bajema and Ronald Vos also lead groups of students. 
Bajema’s group travels to Nicaragua in a course called 
“Culture, Missions, and Community Development in 
Nicaragua.” Vos, who has done work in Russia and the 
Ukraine since the early ’90s, takes students to Hungary and 
Ukraine in his course, “Serving and Learning in Hungary 
and Transcarpathia, Ukraine.” This May, Jay Shim, a 
theology professor at Dordt, will bring a group of students 
to South Korea.
 Students involved in all of these programs keep reflective 
daily journals during their experience and write formal 
response papers after they return home, reflecting on the 
differences and similarities between their culture and others. 
 “The whole world is included in God’s kingdom,” says 
Hentges, “and we should care about every corner of it, 
and the people who live there. The May programs do an 
excellent job of that.”
Netherlands —Leendert van Beek
 “One of the biggest reasons that Dordt has 
a program that takes students to the 
Netherlands is that the Reformed faith 
has its roots there,” van Beek says of 
the program he leads. The eight 
students on the program, which 
begins the third week of June 
and ends two weeks into July, 







students. From there, they travel to various places around 
the Netherlands and Europe. During their three weeks in 
the Netherlands, students complete readings, engage in 
discussions, and visit the historic sites they’ve been studying. 
Students of Dutch heritage also have the opportunity to visit 
the places from which their families came. On weekends, 
the group travels to other parts of Europe; this past summer, 
their first stop was London. 
 In their journals, van Beek asks the students to focus on 
things they see that are different from what they are used 
to and things that are similar, especially when it comes to 
worship services. Students realize every day that they are 
learning not only about the roots of their family trees, says 
van Beek, but also about the roots of their faith.
Honduras—Socorro Woodbury
 “Going to Honduras during the summer gives students 
the opportunity to travel to another country while they 
are in college, and to experience being a minority,” says 
Woodbury of the program she leads in Honduras. “Students 
get to see God’s creation elsewhere in the world—in nature, 
in people, and in language—and get to know other students 
from Dordt as well.”
 Because most of their reading and discussing occurs 
before the trip in preparation for it, Woodbury describes 
her course as an “experiential” course, rather than a course 
based in bookwork. In Honduras, students study at and 
work with a church in San Pedro Sula called the Second 
Evangelical and Reformed Church of Medina. They stay in 
area homes. They hear speakers on a variety of topics, do 
language study and practice Spanish by 
speaking with Hondurans, travel to 
historical and cultural sites, travel to 
cities and rural areas and compare 
the two, study and discuss the 
history of the country, and 
engage in days of service. 
Last summer, the 
students 
went to an 
orphanage 
for part of 
their service. 
 “Students who go to Honduras learn an appreciation 
for their own country,” says Woodbury. “I believe you learn 
more about your culture while you are in another. Also, 
the students have the opportunity to increase their love for 
others in places and situations different from theirs.”   
Nicaragua—Duane Bajema
 Bajema says that the title of his course says it all 
regarding what it contributes to a Dordt College education: 
“Culture, Missions, and Community Development in 
Nicaragua.” 
 “While we’re there, we’re helping those in need and 
learning about another culture by living in it,” he says. 
Fifteen students can go on the program, and they come 
from a variety of majors. “We’ve had business majors, youth 
ministry majors, education majors, and others. I think 
students are drawn by the missions focus of the program. 
They want to learn about and see firsthand what happens 
in Third World countries, and see what they can do to give 
aid.”
 The students explore culture, missions, and community 
development in a variety of ways. They stay at a mission 
agency and interact with groups from several Christian 
denominations and backgrounds, seeing how they engage 
in mission work and share their faith with the people of 
Nicaragua. “We even met a group doing missions through 
baseball,” Bajema says. They also spend time at a Catholic, 
English-speaking college called Ave Maria. 
 Students carry on community development by visiting 
with business and loan groups, medical aid groups, and 
educational institutions, applying their areas of study to 
various mission outreaches in Nicaragua. 
 “Students learn a lot about outreach on this program,” 
says Bajema, “and when they return, they are equipped with 
knowledge that can aid their churches in their own outreach 
efforts.”
Hungary and Ukraine—Ronald Vos
 Vos’s aim for students who go on his program to 
Hungary and the Ukraine is for them to be travelers with 
sensitivity to the culture they are visiting, travelers who see 
the ordinary stuff of daily life. “We never know exactly what 
we’re going to do from year to year, or even day to day,” he 
says. “That’s very unlike what most Americans like—we 
usually like to have a plan—but in a way it reflects the 
culture of Hungary and Ukraine.” 
 Students on the program have done a variety of things, 
from visiting and helping at orphanages and Christian 
foster homes, to witnessing firsthand the rural development 
occurring in these areas, to teaching English at Hungarian 
Reformed schools. Vos collaborates extensively with the 
Hungarian Reformed Church, and students interact with 
people whose faith perspective is very close to theirs, though 
they live in different places and speak different languages.
 “I think students benefit from this trip because it’s a 
different kind of cross-cultural and mission experience,” Vos 
says. “Hungary and the Ukraine are not a familiar part of 
the world to most people, and these countries aren’t popular 
‘mission trip’ locations, either. Students come to realize 
the work that needs to be done 
and what they can do in these 
countries.”  
May trips put students in other cultures
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Aaron Nikkel, Melissa Schans, Jeanetta Groenendyk, Anna Venhuizen, 
Kristen Vanderwal, Ashley Goeldner, Betsy Sapp, and Dan Elgersma 





How long can they maintain a perfect record?
 Th at’s the question as a 
seventh class of Dordt College 
engineering seniors achieved 
a perfect pass rate on the 
National Council of Examiners 
for Engineering and Surveying 
(NCEES) Fundamentals of 
Engineering (FE) exam.
 “Th is is quite an impressive 
accomplishment for the 
students,” says Dr. Ethan Brue, 
professor of engineering at 
Dordt. “Many of the elite 
engineering schools in the 
country cannot achieve this 100 
percent pass rate for a single 
year, not to mention seven 
consecutive years.”
 Th e national average pass 
rate was 79 percent for students 
graduating from general 
engineering programs who 
took the April, 2007, FE exam. 
Th e national average pass rates 
in specifi c disciplines (e.g. 
chemical, civil, electrical or 
mechanical) ranged from 55 to 
82 percent on previous exams.  
 Over 10,000 engineers and 
engineering graduates across the 
nation take the FE exam each 
year. It is the fi rst step toward 
professional licensing as an 
engineer, leading to four years of 
supervised work experience and 
culminating in the professional 
engineer examination for 
professional licensing.
 “You are apparently doing 
everything right! It just doesn’t 
get any better than 100 percent!” 
said Ruth Knapp, senior 
secretary for the South Dakota 
Board of Technical Professions 
Licensing and Renewals in 
comments accompanying test 
score results to Dordt College. 
“If anyone should ask me what I 
think about your college’s ABET-
accredited program, I would 
tell them about your pass rate...
and that I would not hesitate 
to recommend your school 
to my grandchildren in a few 
short years. Your students are 
obviously well prepared.”
 Th e FE test results also 
refl ect strongly on the quality of 
Dordt College’s math, physics, 
and chemistry programs, 
as the rigorous eight-hour 
test extensively evaluates 
student competencies in these 
subject areas. Test questions 
include calculus, geometry, 
trigonometry, mechanics, 
dynamics, thermodynamics, 
circuitry, chemistry, ethics, and 
other engineering subject areas. 
Campus
Capsules
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Music CDs showcase Dordt 
student musicians' talents
Julie Ooms
The latest Dordt College music department CD is out and for sale in the 
bookstore, off ering a delightful 
selection of some of the best 
pieces performed by the college’s 
large music ensembles during 
the last academic year.  
 A new CD is released each fall shortly 
aft er classes begin, joining textbooks, Dordt 
sweatshirts and key chains, and supplies in 
the bookstore. Th e CD gives visiting students 
and parents a sample of what the music 
ensembles at Dordt have been doing over 
the past year, and gives students and faculty 
a quality CD to add to their collections. But 
that’s a short version of what goes into—as 
well as what comes out of—making the CD.
 Each CD contains recordings of music 
prepared for tours by the Concert Band, 
Chamber Orchestra, and Concert Choir. 
When the department began producing CDs 
in 1988, the recordings were done live at the 
home tour concerts. Today, the directors 
of the ensembles have learned that it works 
better to schedule separate recording times. 
Th e instrumental director, 
Dr. Henry Duitman, likes 
to record the day aft er the 
home tour concert, while Dr. 
Benjamin Kornelis, the choral 
director, prefers to do it the 
day before. “For me, there’s 
no better way to get a choir 
to listen to everything they’re 
singing than when they know 
it’s going to last forever,” he says. 
 Aft er recording the tour concert music, 
the directors begin the process of selecting 
the limited number of songs that will fi t on 
the fi nished CD. Th ey try to choose songs 
that are appealing, well-performed, and 
varied. Th is year’s CD includes works such 
as “Ave Maria” by Robert Parsons, “Child of 
God” by alumnus Layton DeVries (’98) before 
his death, “Th e Log Driver’s Waltz by Wade 
Hemsworth,”  “Sinfonia” by Handel, and 
“Frolicsome Finale” by Benjamin Britten.
 “When I’m selecting music,” says Kornelis, 
“I ask myself, ‘What would I want to listen 
to?’ I see which recordings are the best and 
then try to pick a variety of styles, tempos, 
and instrumentation.” Th e goal is to off er a 
good mix of both instrumental and choral 
music that represents the highest level 
of quality in Dordt’s music program. But 
attention needs to be paid to details too. Th e 
recordings must total no more than eighty 
minutes. Kornelis is proud to note that this 
year’s CD is just over seventy-nine minutes 
long.
 Recording is only one aspect of the 
production. Faculty and staff  in the music 
department—mainly Kornelis and the 
department’s secretaries, Karen Rynders and 
Donna Brue—handle the work of compiling 
the list of songs, writing descriptions and 
notes for the cover, securing rights, and 
paying royalties. And Jamin Ver Velde, the 
advancement offi  ce’s graphic artist, designs an 
inviting cover.
 Th e outcome is a collection of music 
that shows the excellence of Dordt’s music 
program and the quality of students’ work. 
But music faculty intend much more for the 
CDs. Th e title of this year’s version, “Th y 
Majesty How Bright,” is taken from the fi rst 
track, “My God, How Wonderful Th ou Art.” 
It is the hope of the music department faculty 
that the CD shows listeners not only how 
well Dordt students use their gift s, but also to 
whom they off er them.






M U S I C  D E P A R T M E N T
Dordt College
Dordt College is a liberal arts college located in northwest Iowa.  Approximately 1,300 
students from 37 states, six Canadian provinces and several foreign countries presently attend 
Dordt. The college offers 35 majors and 50 programs of study. Degrees offered include two-
year associate’s degrees, four-year bachelor’s degrees, and a master’s degree in education. Over 
70 percent of the college’s full time faculty have the highest degree in their field, and the 15:1 
student to faculty ratio means personal attention to the needs of every student.
As a Christian college, each subject in every classroom is examined in light of God’s Word, to 
provide insight that prepares each graduate for service in the kingdom of Jesus Christ.  Music at Dordt CollegeMusic is an integral part of campus life.  Exciting opportunities exist in Concert Choir, Chorale, 
Kantorei, Women’s Chorus, Concert Band, Campus-Community Band, Chamber Orchestra, 
and Jazz Band.  Instrumentalists may also audition for the Northwest Iowa Symphony Orches-
tra, a 100-memb r orchestra which includes professional principal players from the region. 
Dordt’s Music Department  facilities include the 1,500 seat B.J. Haan Auditorium.  Any student 
may receive private instruction in wind, string, and percussion instruments as well as in voice, 
piano and organ (the college has one of the largest pipe organs in the Midwest). Music majors 
follow either a general track (either performance and pedagogy or church music) or a music edu-
cation track (instrumental or choral).  Elementary education majors may also choose music as 
their area of interest.  A minor in music performance is also available for students of any major 
who are dedicated and talented performers. The music d partment offers a number of music grants and scholarships to talented musicians 
who wish to attend Dordt College.  Information may be received by calling 1-800-343-6738. 
Complete information about the Dordt College Music Department, including e-mail addresses 
of faculty and many photos, may be found online at www.dordt.edu/music.
Julie Ooms
On Sunday, September 23, the English faculty at Dordt College celebrated a momentous occasion—the 
twentieth annual faculty poetry reading—in 
the usual way: with words.
 Nine faculty, all but one of whom teach in 
Dordt’s English department, presented pieces 
of original writing, from poetry to fi ction to 
personal narrative. English Professors Bill 
Elgersma, Leah Zuidema, Mary Dengler, 
Dave Schelhaas, and Th eology Professor 
Jason Lief all read poetry.  Professor Jeri 
Schelhaas of the theater department read 
fi ction; Professor Emeritus Mike Vanden 
Bosch read three poems, adjunct English 
Professor Luke De Koster read a column 
he writes for a newspaper, and English 
Professor Bob De Smith read an excerpt 
from a personal essay he wrote about his 
hometown. 
 Students and other faculty have been 
used to seeing these professors reading and 
writing about poems, stories, and essays, but 
at the annual reading they hear what these 
campus authors have created themselves, 
allowing listeners to understand a bit of 
who these professors are outside of their 
professions—and maybe fi nd out a bit about 
themselves as well.
 “We believe there’s something in the 
art of poetry, and prose, and fi ction, that 
enlightens, restores, heals, and praises,” 
says Dave Schelhaas when asked about the 
purpose of the poetry reading. “Even though 
most of us aren’t primarily artists, we have 
developed skills in writing that we want to 
share with others. Plus, we like doing it.” 
Th eir enjoyment is obvious both from the 
smiles on the readers’ faces and in the tones 
of voice they use to help listeners understand 
the meaning in their work. We are drawn in, 
and we realize that we are sharing something 
with them that is personal but communal as 
well. By listening to the writing of others, we 
are able to understand each other better and 
build community through art.  
 Schelhaas believes the poetry readings 
are an outlet, a place for faculty to “lay out 
their souls” to their audience of colleagues 
and students. “I would love to see it grow,” 
he says. “I’d love to see more faculty 
members from other departments take part. 
I think poetry reading can contribute to 
the communal life of the college—for both 
students and faculty.” And that is just what 
happened for those in attendance at the 
twentieth annual reading held on a warm 
Sunday evening this fall.  
Dave Schelhaas, one of nine faculty to present at the 
traditional poetry reading, lauds poetry’s ability to 
“enlighten, restore, heal, and praise.” 
20th annual faculty poetry 
reading celebrates life
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In early October, Dr. Ethan Brue and his engineering students harvested a three-quarter acre plot of sweet sorghum they 
had planted near the engineering building. 
The sweet sorghum they grew is the biomass 
that will be converted to fuel in the small-scale 
biomass-to-ethanol system they plan to design 
and build in the coming year.
 Brue was awarded the grant from the Iowa 
Energy Center last spring for a project in 
which he and his students will design a simple, 
small-scale field-to-fuel processing system 
that could be a viable way for local farmers to 
produce some of their own energy resources.
 Brue’s interest in using sweet sorghum 
began when he was a child. He grew up 
in a family that was conscious of energy 
conservation.  As a family they designed 
and built their own energy-efficient home, 
heated by wood energy. His father, a college 
mathematics professor who did some farming 
in the summer, experimented with converting 
sweet sorghum to fuel. He processed enough 
to experiment with using the fuel in a car, a 
tractor, and even a lawn mower. Based on his 
research since then, Brue believes that farmers 
could viably produce enough fuel for their 
own on-farm use and possibly more.
 In his interaction with industry through 
the work of the engineering department, 
Brue discovered that Vermeer Manufacturing 
in Pella, Iowa, which has for years served 
agriculture and industry with innovative 
agricultural and environmental products, 
was also interested in pursuing research in 
biofuel production. As a company that has 
supported the Dordt College engineering 
department over the years and has hired 
Dordt engineering graduates, Vermeer was 
eager to pursue this collaboration and agreed 
to co-sponsor the proposal. Vermeer was also 
willing to help Brue and his students fabricate 
any system components that couldn’t be made 
on campus.
 Using sweet sorghum, a grass crop that 
resembles sugar cane, allows the processor to 
skip a common step needed in the conversion 
of grain to fuel—turning the grain into a 
simple sugar. As a result, the fermentation 
stage of production requires less energy to 
convert biomass to ethanol. Sweet sorghum 
can also provide a higher yield per acre than 
conventional starch crops, while taking less 
fertilizer to grow, and the cost of sorghum 
seed is substantially lower than corn seed. The 
major problem for large-scale production is 
storing the biomass, which is in the form of a 
juice that may spoil, instead of a dried grain. 
But if individual farmers could convert the 
juice to ethanol soon after harvest, they could 
easily store, use, or sell the fuel end-product 
throughout the year.
 Brue believes farmers could easily produce 
enough to run their own equipment and 
possibly sell off their excess locally or to 
ethanol distributors. “The potential markets 
for this farm-produced fuel would need some 
developing,” he says, noting that many farmers 
use pickups and equipment that are diesel 
powered today. But if locally-produced sweet 
sorghum ethanol were viable, the incentive 
to purchase ethanol powered vehicles (such 
as E-85 trucks and cars) may continue to 
increase. Brue acknowledges that his idea is 
still part dream, but he notes that the process 
itself is proven and is really a revisiting of 
work done in the ’80s and ’90s.
 Brue began work on the project in August. 
He and his students will design distillation, 
fermentation, and dehydration systems for 
sweet sorghum that can be built economically. 
Following this year’s research and design 
work, Brue and his students will present their 
work to local farmers at Dordt’s annual 2008 
fall field day. In the meantime he and his 
students hope to team up with the agriculture 
department to plant a larger crop of sweet 
sorghum next summer at the Dordt College 
Agriculture Stewardship Center to continue 
their work on a slightly larger scale.
Dordt is 
third on Best 
Colleges list
The 2008 America’s Best Colleges report ranks Dordt 
College in a third place tie out 
of approximately one hundred 
baccalaureate colleges in the 
Midwest region.
 America’s Best Colleges is 
published by U.S. News & World 
Report, and Dordt College has 
appeared on the list for the past 
fifteen years. This year’s Midwest 
first and second place rankings 
went to schools in Indiana 
(Taylor) and Ohio (Northern). 
Tied for third with Dordt College 
was Cedarville University in 
Ohio.
 Dordt College was also named 
to the “Great Schools, Great 
Prices” list, ranked fourth in U.S. 
News’ ten top-ranked Midwest 
Baccalaureate colleges that offer 
the best value related to the 
school’s academic quality. Dordt 
was the only Iowa college named 
to this list.
 The “Great Schools, Great 
Prices” formula weighs the U.S. 
News ranking against the net 
cost of attendance for the average 
student—the higher the quality 
of the program and the lower the 
cost to attend, the better the deal. 
The “Great Schools, Great Prices” 
listing states that seventy-eight 
percent of Dordt students 
received need-based grants, with 
an average thirty-three percent 
discount in their tuition cost in 
2006.
 “Top quality at a great price 
is a wonderful thing to be able to 
offer our students,” said Dordt’s 
president, Dr. Carl E. Zylstra, in 
response to the 2008 ranking. 
“We’re thrilled to be recognized 
as an institution that excels in 
offering a Christian education 
while keeping costs affordable for 
everyone.”
 The annual U.S. News & 
World Report rankings use 
fifteen indicators of excellence 
to help consumers evaluate and 
compare data compiled from 
more than 1400 accredited four-
year schools. The complete list 
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Gifts from your ira Unique Opportunity Ends December 31!
The Pension Protection act of 2006 
has made it possible to provide 
tax-free gifts from your ira to Dordt 
College. This opportunity may be 
right for you or someone you know 
who is age 70½ or older. Gifts of up 
to $100,000 may be given and will 
qualify for all or part of required 
minimum distributions, thereby 
lowering your taxable income. This 
opportunity is available only until 
December 31, 2007, so don’t delay.  
Contact Dave VanderWerf at 712-722-
6023, or davevw@dordt.edu today for 
more information about making an 
ira rollover gift!
 On the Web 
Are you interested in receiving Dordt news stories as they are posted? Hit the XML 
button at the bottom of news items at www.dordt.edu and you will automatically get 
new postings.
Would you like to receive an e-mail that includes campus news and events and other 
items of specific interest to parents? For a free subscription use our online sign-up 
form at: http://www.dordt.edu/main/parents/newsletter.shtml
Brue receives second energy grant
After they harvested the sweet sorghum on October 4, Dr. Ethan Brue and his students squeezed the juice from 
the  stalks as they prepared to demonstrate a simple process for converting the crop to ethanol.
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Bethany (Baker, ’97) Schuttinga has known about community all of her life. Growing up in the small rural 
town of Rock Valley, Iowa, it was part of 
the air she breathed. It has only been in 
the last ten years, though, that she says she 
came to understand and appreciate what 
makes community possible.
 “Living as a student at Dordt College, 
I didn’t see the boundaries of community 
as anything more than rules, regulations, 
and policies,” she says. It took working in 
a large state university, with people who 
did not have a shared understanding of 
what to base their actions and decisions, 
rules, and policies upon, to made her ask 
in a concrete way, “How does God want us 
to live?” and “How do we decide what is 
healthy and helpful and right?”
 Those questions and her understanding 
of Scripture convicted her that God 
expects much of us, she says. Drawing 
on the Galatians 5 reference to living in 
the Spirit and avoiding gratification of 
“sinful desires” ranging from debauchery 
to hatred, discontent, self ambition, envy, 
and drunkenness, she believes that setting 
boundaries for communities creates an 
opportunity for healthy community living. 
Schuttinga knows that students usually 
have a hard time seeing it that way, but she 
hopes to find ways to help them see that the 
boundaries Dordt sets in place are more 
than just rules.
 “There will always be problems to work 
through in any community,” Schuttinga 
says. No one is perfect, she says, but by 
trying to discern and live within the 
guidelines God sets, a community has a 
better chance of functioning in ways that 
allow both individuals and the group to live 
in healthy tension.
 As vice president for student services, 
Schuttinga wants to focus on why Dordt 
has certain expectations. 
 “We have a different foundation,” she 
says, adding that rules exist not simply 
to prohibit whatever state criminal law 
forbids, but to encourage what will help us 
live as disciples of Christ. 
 Schuttinga brings much more than 
a background in a relatively healthy 
community to her new position as vice 
president for student services at Dordt 
College. Graduating from Dordt a decade 
ago, she knew she wanted to pursue a 
career in higher education. She earned a 
master’s degree in counseling and student 
personnel at Minnesota State University, 
Mankato, and is currently in a Ph.D. 
program at Iowa State University in 
educational leadership and policy studies. 
 Schuttinga also worked at Iowa State 
University, serving as hall director in the 
Department of Residence, moving to 
Assistant Director of Judicial Affairs and 
eventually to Assistant Dean of Students/
Director of Judicial Affairs in the Dean of 
Students Office.
 “I knew it was important for a career 
in student services to start by living with 
students in a large institution,” she says. 
Iowa State was very different from her 
college experience at Dordt. In fact, she 
describes some things as shocking, initially. 
But she felt firmly rooted in her faith and 
looked for a mentor who was a believer. 
She found two or three over the next years, 
even though, she says, they are not plentiful 
in student life departments at most large 
universities. Believers are often seen as 
unable to provide a “safe” (unbiased, non-
judgmental) contact for students who may 
not share their moral values, she adds. Her 
mentors made it possible for her to grow 
and thrive, providing a layer of protection 
at times from those who didn’t share her 
perspective.
 She cites as an example attempts to get 
her to remove a Bible from her bookshelf 
so that it wouldn’t make a student feel 
unsafe and judged. But, Schuttinga learned 
early that even though the Bible only sat 
among other books on the shelf, it served 
as a small encouragement to students who 
wanted to initiate a conversation relating to 
faith. She declined to remove it, choosing 
instead not to have her office designated a 
safe area. And she was not forced to remove 
it.
 Despite differences in perspective, 
Schuttinga expresses deep appreciation for 
how working with a rich diversity of people 
helped her learn and understand things 
about herself and her background—things 
she believes will be valuable in her role 
at Dordt College. She knows that the 
strengths of a community can also be its 
weaknesses.
 Before coming to Dordt, she also 
learned much more. Barriers to success are 
common on college campuses—depression, 
learning disabilities, eating disorders, and 
other mental health issues create social 
and academic hardship. She’s learned 
about many resources that are available 
to help people deal with mental illness. 
“People on large state university campuses 
are often more open to being diagnosed 
than on small campuses,” she says. Lack of 
diagnosis can leave students without help 
that could greatly help them, she believes.
 Schuttinga says she came to see the 
range of factors that affect retention and 
gained a better understanding of how 
community affects students’ decisions to 
return to campus. She’s also gained from 
her opportunity to work with people from 
diverse backgrounds and worldviews. 
And she came to better understand how 
to relate what experts know about student 
development with how people in an 
institution set policies, live, and relate.
 Schuttinga is returning to Dordt a 
different person from the one who left, yet 
strongly shaped by her background. She’s 
also enthusiastically learning in her first 
months on the job.
 “I’ve developed a greater understanding 
for and appreciation of Dordt’s CORE 
curriculum,” she says following her 
participation in the New Faculty 
Orientation Seminar. 
 “As a student consumer of education 
I didn’t see the complexity and depth of 
how it works out the college vision.” She 
believes that the depth of commitment 
and longevity of service to the college on 
the part of many faculty and staff lie at the 
heart of its strength, and she hopes to learn 
from them.
 In fact, one of the deciding factors 
in her coming to Dordt was the recently 
adopted AART report which creates an 
administrative structure in which student 
services and academic administration work 
more closely together under a Provost 
who will replace current Vice President for 
Academic Affairs Rockne McCarthy when 
he retires at the end of this academic year.
 “Many in student services dream 
about that level of cooperation,” 
Schuttinga says. “Sometimes there is 
tension in this cooperation because 
institutionally, departments and offices 
serve in different roles and tell their stories 
differently. It is important for all of us to 
remember that we are working toward the 
same goals and can learn much from each 
other to support the foundational mission.”
 “I hope that the skill set God has helped 
me develop has prepared me for the needs 
of this community,” Schuttinga says. She is 
excited about how Dordt’s CORE program 
also sets a foundation for the work she will 
supervise in student services. And she is 
excited about having a part in preparing 
Dordt College students for lives of service 
following graduation.
 “Sometimes being in an administrative 
position puts a person at distance from 
those they work for,” she says. She doesn’t 
want that to happen, though, and she 
pledges to make time to communicate 
with students, using skills she’s learned in 
counseling training to help her connect 
with students in meaningful conversations, 
even when the press of administrative 
duties limits her time. That too, she 
believes, is an important part of building 
and maintaining community.
Bethany Schuttinga
S T A F F  P R O F I L E
Schuttinga takes helm in Student Services
Dordt College is seeking applications in the following areas: 
August 2008
Art:  Teach introductory and upper division fine art media courses, particularly in the areas of drawing, painting, and sculpture, as well as 
teaching art history.
Business Administration:  Teach courses in management and/or marketing.  Applicants should have professional experience and 
degree in the field; preference given for those with ability to assist with departmental leadership and development. 
Communication:  Teach introductory and advanced courses; preference given to applicants able to teach Public Relations and 
Organizational Communication. 
Criminal Justice:  Teach in an interdisciplinary criminal justice program.  Applicants should have professional experience and degree in 
the field. Background in sociology, political science, or public administration desirable. 
Economics:  Teach introductory and advanced economics courses within a Business Administration program.
Education:  Teach courses in special education, ESL, and teaching methods, and supervise student teachers.
English (Half-time):  Teach introductory writing and literature courses.
Physics/Astronomy:  Teach introductory and advanced courses.
Psychology (Possible):  Teach introductory and advanced research-focused courses (e.g., Learning, Biopsychology, I/O, Statistics).
Dordt College is an equal opportunity institution that strongly encourages the applications of women, minorities, and disabled persons.
Position Openings
To learn more about a faculty position and receive 
application materials, qualified persons committed 
to a Reformed, biblical perspective and educational 
philosophy are encouraged to send a letter of interest 
and curriculum vita/resume to:
Dr. Rockne McCarthy  
Vice President for Academic Affairs 
Dordt College
498 Fourth Ave NE   
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Anyone who knows Professor Cella Bosma can relate to the comment made by a student following one 
of her first classes as a college teacher: “I 
don’t know if she took a breath the whole 
hour.” Bosma’s energy isn’t unharnessed, 
though; it’s an indication of her passion for 
everything she does.
 Bosma didn’t enter the teaching 
profession until after she had three children 
of her own. “I loved exposing the kids to new 
things and watching them learn about God’s 
world and how it works,” she says. She also 
had a model: her mother was an elementary 
school teacher who kept learning new things 
to share with her students and her children.
 Bosma taught elementary school for 
many years before she joined the Dordt 
College education faculty six years ago. 
Teaching teachers and interacting with 
colleagues have pushed her to develop 
a more focused understanding of what 
Christian teaching is, she believes.
 “When I started teaching I thought it was 
good that we taught Bible, and had chapel, 
and could talk about God,” she says. But 
she feels she didn’t consciously articulate in 
everything she was teaching that the whole 
world is God’s, and that children, too,  have 
responsibilities in that world.
 “It’s easy to think of God as someone 
out there who will fix things for us, without 
understanding that he is so much more,” 
she says. She recalls one of her early trips to 
Mississippi with a work group during which 
she served as a Bible school instructor. “We 
thought we were going to teach the children 
Bible stories. But their grandmas had done 
a great job of that. I came to see that what 
we needed to teach them was who God is 
and how he works in their lives,” she says. If 
that is not the focus, Bible stories too easily 
become moral lessons.” 
 Probably one of the most memorable 
experiences in her teaching career is the 
way a fifth grade class responded to that 
emphasis one year.
 “As the boys were talking one day about 
what they were going to be when they 
grew up—NFL players, stock car drivers, 
astronauts—I sensed that they did not 
feel part of God’s kingdom right now. The 
same thing has happened with my college 
students, even though the professions they 
list may seem more realistic or respectable. 
They’re not thinking that even now they 
have responsibilities as God’s children.” In 
her fifth grade class that year, Bosma talked 
openly and often about that responsibility 
and said she was amazed and humbled by 
how it changed not only their attitudes but 
also how they worked and related to one 
another that year.
 She believes that is also one of the 
strengths she’s seen in the Dordt College 
education program—helping students 
understand what it means to be a Christian 
teacher. “We always have room to improve, 
but students are definitely grappling with 
these issues.”
 For Bosma, a good day is when she sees 
her students’ eyes light up, catching the 
sense of excitement that comes from really 
engaging ideas—whether or not they buy 
everything she says. “I want them to take 
what I say and think about it, interact with 
me and others, and respond thoughtfully.” 
That’s how students grow and develop in 
their thinking—and how she does too.
 The move from elementary school to 
college was in some ways harder than she 
expected, not because it was so much more 
difficult, but because she initially thought she 
should teach much differently.
 “After starting out lecturing for the whole 
class period, I soon came to realize that 
using effective teaching strategies works in 
any classroom; they simply need to be geared 
to the maturity of the student and engage 
the subject matter at hand.” So she went back 
to ways of teaching that helped engage her 
elementary students and today engage her 
college students.
 Bosma was humbled and surprised to 
receive the John Calvin Award and is quick 
to say that the opportunity to teach at Dordt 
College has been both stimulating and 
educational. “Colleagues learn so much from 
each other,” she says, expressing appreciation 
for the many people who have helped her 
become a better teacher.
 Bosma’s energy isn’t what it usually is 
these days, as her body fights cancer and the 
effects of chemotherapy, but her passion for 
helping students realize their place in God’s 
kingdom is as strong as ever. Her eyes and 
her words, as she talks and teaches, continue 
to show it.
The John Calvin Award, which is given as the result of a 
privately-funded $500 honorarium, 
is presented annually to a Dordt 
College faculty member who displays 
ability and commitment to articulate 
a Calvinistic perspective in  teaching 
and scholarship. Recipients are 
selected based on nominations from 
graduating classes and faculty. Three 
selected graduating classes were 
asked which Dordt professor inspired 
and instructed them most in the 
development of a Calvinistic world 
and life view and in applying those 
views to issues of contemporary 
society.
About the Award
F A C U L T Y  N E W S
 Dr. Douglas Allen, assistant professor 
of physics, along with his colleague Larry 
Coy, who works at the Naval Research Lab, 
Washington, D.C., co-authored a paper 
accepted for publication in the online 
journal, Atmospheric Chemistry and Physics, 
titled “The Effects of Model Chemistry 
and Data Biases on Stratospheric Ozone 
Assimilation.” (Atmos. Chem. Phys., 7, 
2917-2935, 2007)
 Campus Pastor Rod Gorter taught 
a one-week course, “Interpretation 
of Scripture,” (Hermeneutics) at the 
Evangelical Reformed Seminary of Ukraine 
in May. Gorter spent eight years teaching 
there before coming to Dordt. 
 Sheryl Sheeres Taylor, director of 
library services in the John and Louise 
Hulst Library, 
was elected to 
serve as a BCR 
(Bibliographical 
Center for Research) 





currently is chair of 
the Sirsi Midwest 
Users Group; a member of the Iowa Library 
Association Awards Committee; and a 
member of the Iowa Association of College 
and Research Libraries (ACRL) ad hoc 
Committee on Education. Taylor previously 
chaired the Iowa Private Academic 
Libraries and the Colleges of Mid-America 
Librarians. She also previously served as 
a mentor in the ACRL College Libraries 
Section’s College Library Directors Mentor 
Program. 
 Taylor says she considers serving on the 
OCLC Members Council a great way to 
serve as an advocate for high-quality, cost-
effective products and services that meet the 
cooperative needs of all libraries. 
 Dr. Wayne Kobes, professor of 
theology, taught a course titled “Worldview 
Foundations of Education” as part of the 
Trinity Western University School of 
Education graduate program. The class 
examined how worldviews are related to an 
educator’s calling and probed how to apply 
a biblical worldview in the classroom. 
 Communication Professor Mark 
Volkers spoke to business alumni at a 
Friday morning breakfast on September 
21. Volkers’ presentation titled “The 
New Dirty Job…Or is it? Dordt College’s 
Role in Preparing Media Leaders” gave 
a response to the growing influence and 
falling standards of media in our society. He 
described how Dordt College’s new “Digital 
Media Production” major is trying to do 
something about this state of affairs and 
at the same time help clients—locally and 
nationally. 
 Volkers and three of his students, Aaron 
Huisman, Jess Brauning, Tassneem Ibrahim, 
were in charge of media presentation at this 
Summer’s RISE FEST in Orange City, Iowa. 
 Dr. Paul Fessler, history professor, 
led a two-day workshop in August at the 
University of South Dakota in Vermillion 
on the use of “Reacting to the Past” 
pedagogy, which USD is adopting as the 
pedagocal style for its honors classes. The 
workshop consisted of playing a simulation 
on the French Revolution. Faculty and 
administrators at USD read Rousseau’s 
Social Contract and Burke’s Reflections 
(among other primary sources) prior to 
engaging the “game.” Dordt College was one 
of the earliest members of the Reacting to 
the Past Network out of Barnard College at 
Columbia University. The pedagogy focuses 
on reading primary sources and engaging 
these sources through the perspective of 
various worldviews.
 Dr. Jay Shim of Dordt’s theology 
department spoke at the Westminster 
Graduate School of Theology in Seoul, 
Korea, as part of their 40th anniversary 
celebration in October. The WGST is 
a Reformed institution that offers both 
college and graduate level education. Shim’s 
lecture is titled “Reformed Spirituality and 
the Challenge of the Church.”
Cella Bosma
Cella Bosma graciously accepts John Calvin Award
New faculty members joining the ranks this fall are (front) Erin Olson, social work; Bethany Schuttinga, vice 
president for student services; Leah Zuidema, English; Peter Sheesley, art; (back) Wade Whites, football coach; 
Craig Heynen, HPER; Bill Bauer, football coach; and Bruce Kuiper, communication.
Sheryl Taylor
Sally Jongsma
Brue and Timmer, along with their colleagues, are passing on the same interest and commitment to their students. Two of them, 
Junior Jason Ahrenholz and Senior 
Josh Groen, participated in summer 
internships with Fagan Inc., a design-
build contractor that specializes in 
heavy industrial engineering and 
construction and works extensively on 
ethanol plant contruction. Two of last 
spring’s grads, Cody Ellens (’07) and 
Ryan Swanson (’07), have enrolled in 
the same Biorenewable Resources and 
Technology program at Iowa State from 
which Brue and Timmer graduated.
 Alumnus Jerod Smeenk (’93) has 
taken his commitment and training 
into industry. As one of three principals 
at Frontline Bioenergy, Smeenk 
was responsible for the successful 
installation and start-up of Frontline’s 
first commercial gasifier system. 
Gasification is a thermal process 
that converts organic matter into 
combustible gases, a process that Brue 
believes has much untapped potential 
for utilizing renewable energy resources. 
 The motivation for students to 
pursue work in this area is driven by 
their desire to care for and develop 
energy sources, says Brue. “We call it 
stewardship.”
 “I began to lean towards the area 
of biorenewable energy through 
reading and studying Genesis 1,” says 
graduate student Ryan Swanson (’07).  
“Cultivating and caring for God’s 
creation means being concerned with 
stewardship.”
 Smeenk, who helped found 
Frontline Bioenergy in Ames, Iowa, 
in 2005, says, “This line of work and 
industry interested me because of the 
environmental, political, and economic 
benefits of renewable energy, if it is 
used wisely. I wish I could say that I 
knew for sure that an energy crisis was/
is imminent, but I can honestly and 
thankfully say that my involvement with 
renewable energy is a result of God’s 
leading, not my doing.” 
 “As engineers we’re hoping to have a 
positive impact—a redemptive influence 
on our world,” says Timmer. “It’s easy 
to see that we are spending our energy 
inheritance, the world’s fossil fuel 
reserves.” He believes we will need to 
learn to be content with living on our 
energy income as received from the sun, 
adding, “If done sustainably, energy 
derived from biomass can serve as a 
legitimate part of that energy income.”
 “Many people seem to think that 
switching away from petroleum 
to ethanol derived from corn or 
other sources will save us and our 
consumptive lifestyle. There isn’t 
enough corn or biomass to do that,” 
Timmer says. He believes it will take 
a combination of changed habits and 
renewable energy sources to provide 
for our future energy needs. People, 
particularly in this country, aren’t ready 
to hear that yet, he says, adding that 
energy resources need to get more 
scarce—and costly—before development 
gets profitable and new funding for  
research and development becomes 
readily available.
 Brue tells his students that there 
is no one solution to today’s energy 
crisis. Each energy source has positives 
and negatives and people should 
make energy choices that best fit their 
geographical and cultural context. 
Biomass may be a good source for rural 
areas where the low energy density 
resource can be grown and harvested 
with less cost for transporting, but so 
might wind and solar. Urban areas may 
need to rely on energy sources that have 
a higher energy density, while placing a 
greater emphasis on conservation, co-
generation, and mass transit.
 “We are used to throwing all of 
our eggs in one basket, doing things 
on a large scale and in the easiest way 
possible,” he says. He suggests thinking 
more broadly about our energy systems, 
looking at each step to determine how 
resources can best be used, thinking 
about how an energy source can serve 
more than one purpose, and maybe 
exploring the advantages of small-
scale energy conversion. For example, 
producing electricity gives hot water as 
a byproduct—which in the United States 
often gets wasted when it could be put 
to good use. “We may need to begin 
thinking differently,” he says, noting 
that people in other parts of the world 
with more scarce energy resources are 
already doing so.
 Timmer’s doctoral research is one 
piece of such thinking. His dissertation 
titled “Carbon Conversion During 
Bubbling Fluidized Bed Gasification of 
Biomass” revolves around the gasification 
process in which biomass is heated to 
high enough temperatures that it converts 
about eighty-five percent to gas—a gas 
he describes as a somewhat “wimpy” 
natural gas. In fact, around the turn of the 
century in the United States this process 
was used to provide gas street lighting 
in cities. Timmer wanted to improve 
the efficiency of the gasification process 
so that a higher percent of the biomass 
could be converted to gas. In his attempt 
to improve efficiency, he determined that 
speeding up the chemistry of the process 
simply increases the rate that particles 
are removed from the gasifier, leaving 
the efficiency unchanged. The model he 
developed, however, will provide a tool 
to help others analyze different ways of 
improving the conversion of carbon to 
gas.
 Interestingly, Timmer’s advisor is 
also supervising research focused on 
how to use the leftover “char”—the 
matter that does not easily gasify. 
Studies are currently being carried 
out to determine whether it will help 
improve soil quality for the next crop of 
biomass.
 This kind of thinking is where U.S. 
energy exploration needs to head, say 
Brue and Timmer.
 Brue also thinks that knowing 
more about where their energy comes 
from could help people think more 
consciously about their energy use 
and their energy priorities. Oil or 
gasoline coming through a pipeline 
seems limitless when you don’t know 
where it comes from. Local sources 
and production could lead to more 
thoughtful setting and weighing of 
priorities.
 Ethanol and energy use are 
polarizing issues, and Brue urges people 
not to approach them too simplistically. 
For example, a great deal of debate has 
centered around whether the production 
of ethanol takes more energy to produce 
than is ultimately produced in fuel form 
(i.e. a negative net energy balance). 
While most recent studies show that 
most ethanol production processes 
have achieved a positive net energy 
balance, the debate is really centered 
on the wrong measure.  Although they 
often escape the debates of politicians, 
all of our most common forms of useful 
energy are produced with a net negative 
energy balance—such as gasoline and 
electricity. But these forms of energy 
enable us to do things we wouldn’t 
otherwise be able to do. 
 “Transportation is good—it allows 
us to be community,” he says about 
our world, where families and friends 
are often separated. “But it needs to 
be weighed against other factors too: 
energy efficiency, carbon footprint, 
air quality, local economy, and leaving 
resources for others. Energy is a 
resource God has given us. But with the 
resource comes the responsibility to ask 
“How are we serving the Creator and his 
creation?” 
 “If we develop such a culture, we’ll 
have a greater potential for dealing 
with the looming energy crisis,” Brue 
believes.
 Timmer adds, “This is an exciting 
time to be an engineer. There is a lot of 
good challenging work that will need 
to be done in this area in the next fifty 
years.”
C E N T E R  P I E C E
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You don’t have to look far to notice a common interest in biorenewable energy among people in Dordt’s engineering department. 
Dr. Ethan Brue (’92), who recently received a Renewable Energy Demonstration Grant from the Iowa Energy Center and previously 
designed and analyzed biomass gasification and combustion units for Pioneer Hi-Bred International, says his interest in renewable 
energy was piqued in part by his engineering education as an undergraduate at Dordt College under Dr. Charles Adams. Professor 
Kevin Timmer (’86), who expects to defend his doctoral dissertation at the Biorenewable Resources and Technology Program at 
Iowa State University this fall, could say the same.
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Dordt engineers look
for greener energy alternatives
Jerod Smeenk (’93) is one of three 
principals and the engineering manager 
at Frontline Bioenergy, an engineering 
company in Ames, Iowa, that designs 
and installs biomass gasification systems 
for large industrial energy applications.  
Frontline lists its mission as follows: “to 
lead the nation in biomass gasification 
solutions for energy and products.” Their 
near-term goal, says Smeenk, is to apply 
biomass gasification to heat and/or 
combined heat and power applications to 
provide a renewable energy supply.   
What are the big issues in responsible 
energy use?
Smeenk: The issues are, in a 
nutshell, national security, local and 
national economies, environmental 
protection and enhancement, and 
sustainability. Countries fight wars over 
access to energy; we must avoid this 
scenario. Much of the U.S. trade deficit 
is the result of imported petroleum; 
this must change. Global warming 
or global climate change is attributed 
to the release of carbon dioxide from 
fossil fuel combustion; this effect can 
be reduced. The use of fossil fuels or 
nuclear power is an unsustainable 
approach to energy–solar, wind, hydro, 
biomass and other renewable energy 
forms offer an opportunity to provide 
usable energy in a never ending cycle, a 
sustainable cycle. 
What would you like everyone to think 
about in relation to energy resources?
Smeenk:  Available and affordable 
energy is a cornerstone to the economic 
vitality of a country.  Many in the 
world, especially the U.S., see cheap, 
accessible energy as a right instead of 
a privilege. Regardless of the predicted 
reserves of natural gas, petroleum, 
or coal, our consumptive lifestyle is 
leading to a possible world energy and 
environmental crisis. The best time 
to develop alternative, and preferably 
sustainable, sources of energy is before 
energy supply and demand, which today 
is almost exclusively based on fossil 
fuels, reaches the crisis point. 
What do you think lies ahead for us in 
regard to energy use?
Smeenk:  In my opinion, there will not 
be any abrupt change in energy use.  
Fossil fuels such as coal, natural gas, and 
petroleum will continue to dominate 
the energy landscape for the next 
decade.  However, societal influences 
and government legislation will reward 
the use of alternative energy sources 
(or conversely penalize the use of fossil 
fuels) in an attempt to reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions, which is a greenhouse 
gas, and reduce our dependence on 
foreign sources of energy. Alternative 
sources of energy including solar, wind, 
biomass, hydro, and nuclear and others 
will increasingly be used to meet the 
U.S.’s energy demands. The probable 
scarce supply of petroleum and natural 
gas and the additional expense of using 
alternative sources, will continue the 
increase of the cost of energy.  I hope 
that the U.S. will not develop an over-
reliance on our abundant coal supply 
due to the environmental challenges of 
coal use.
 How did your Dordt education and 
your Christian worldview shape what 
you are doing today?
Smeenk:  My Dordt education provided 
a solid set of engineering skills along 
with an expanded, God-centered 
worldview.  I was taught to look through 
and beyond society’s take on issues 
and process circumstances and events 
through a biblical perspective.  I believe 
that God can use me, even in a small 
way, to positively impact how this world 
perceives and uses energy, hopefully in a 
way that is sustainable.
Smeenk brings his perspective to industry
What drew you to a Biorenewable 
Resources and Technology 
program?
Cody Ellens: First, following God’s 
command to care for and develop 
Creation, using the talents and tools 
he has given me, and second, the 
numerous career possibilities and 
avenues in this emerging field.
Ryan Swanson:  Using non-
renewable sources of energy is 
inherently risky. Second, this area 
of engineering is on the forefront of 
energy research. With knowledge 
and critical decision-making we can 
help reduce our carbon emissions 
from fossil energy and reduce our 
dependence on non-renewable 
energy.
What would you like everyone to 
think about when they make energy 
choices?
Ellens:  To be aware of the choices 
we make. Dordt’s engineering 
department did a wonderful job of 
teaching us to examine the choices 
we make, not only in the type of steel 
we use or the controller we select, but 
also in the jobs we accept, the cars we 
drive, even simple everyday decisions. 
So, too, people should think critically 
and biblically about the energy choices 
they make. For example, “Do I really 
need that new iPhone?” or “Should 
I buy that Ford Mustang?” How are 
these things helping me glorify the 
Creator of the Universe?
Swanson: Good energy choices 
take into account many different 
factors. We must not only think about  
economic factors, but also such 
things as efficiency, waste streams, 
emissions, and social impact. Most 
importantly it is becoming clearer that 
no energy choice is the magic answer. 
We have to keep future generations in 
mind as we follow God’s call.
What two recent Dordt College alumni have to say about biorenewable energy
Jerod Smeenk has designed, built, and op-
erated numerous biomass conversion sys-
tems including a fluid bed gasifier for Pio-
neer Hi-Bred International, several pilot 
gasifiers owned by Iowa State University, 
and several other gasifiers built by various 
organizations.
Sorghum grew behind the engineering building this summer, the biomass for  a renewable energy demonstration project that Dr. Ethan 
Brue and his students are working on this year. They are designing and building  a small-scale biomass to ethanol system to demonstrate 
how farmers could supply some of their own fuel for their farming operations. (See story on page five.)
 Dr. Robert Horton, director of 





in September in 
Kaliningrad, Russia.
 Dr. Horton 
was awarded both 
first place and the 
audience award in 
the international 
competition. As the 
top organist, he was presented cash prizes, 
a trophy crafted from the Baltic amber 
mined in that region, a handcrafted model 
ship, and a prestigious invitation to present 
solo concerts this year at the Siberian 
International Organ Festival, the St. Jacobi 
Lirche in Lubeck, and Moscow’s Cathedral 
of the Immaculate Conception.
 Horton qualified for the finals in this 
worldwide competition after being the only 
U.S. organist selected to participate in a 
preliminary round of twelve competitors 
at Worcester, Massachusetts. A Canadian 
organist and Horton were selected at that 
time to advance to the finals in Kaliningrad, 
Russia, in September. 
 Dr. Horton was also invited in June 
of this year to participate in the Seventh 
International Schnitger Organ Competition 
on the two famous organs of the Grote Sint 
Laurenskerk in Alkmaar, the Netherlands. 
 Dr. James C. Schaap spoke at three 
events celebrating the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of the Christian Reformed 
Church: a classis-wide worship service 
at Parkersburg, Iowa, on September 9; a 
classis-wide worship service at Kanawha, 
Iowa, on September 26.  
 Schaap was also honored as a plenary 
speaker at the denominational conference 
“Assessing the Past, Facing the Future—the 
CRC at 150,” held at Calvin College in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. In each case, 
Schaap’s presentation was titled “Will there 
be a Bi-Centennial?” A version of that 
address was published in the September 
issue of Pro Rege, the quarterly faculty 
journal of Dordt College. The Grand Rapids 
presentation included significant video 
work compiled and edited by Dordt student 
Jess Brauning. The video was a compilation 
of the ideas and thoughts and opinions 
of CRC people from a variety of churches 
throughout North America.  
 Dr. John Kok, dean of the humanities, 
presented  a paper titled “Discerning 
Insight: Is it True, Correct, or Just 
Accurate?” at the International Institute 
for Christian Studies Conference, Truth 
Under Reconstruction: Presenting Christ in 
a Relativistic World, held from July 12-14, 
2007, in Kansas City, Missouri.
 Theology Professor Jason Lief gave 
two presentations at the Youth Unlimited 
Convention this 
summer in Salt 
Lake City. His 
presentations 
were titled Genesis 
and You: Finding 
our identity in 
the Biblical story 
and Pop Culture 
Prophets: Listening 
for God in music and 
film.
 Art Professor David Versluis presented 
an academic paper at the Christians in the 
Visual Arts Biennial Conference at Messiah 
College, Grantham, Pennsylvania, on June 
16, 2007. The CIVA Scholars committee 
selected Versluis’s paper titled “What 
Directs Design?” The conference theme 
was “Transforming Spaces: Virtu(e) and the 
Virtual.” 
 Dr. John Zwart participated in a 
Governance Retreat for the American 
Association of Physics Teachers (AAPT) 
held from May 23-25 at the American 
Center for Physics in College Park, 
Maryland. As the Iowa representative, he 
joined fifty AAPT committee chairs and 
section representatives for a brainstorming 
session regarding future directions for 
AAPT. Zwart also attended the AAPT 
Summer Conference held in Greensboro, 
North Carolina in late July, presenting a 
paper titled “Doing it wrong so they get 
it right,” where he described a problem-
solving technique that he uses in his 
introductory physics classes.
 Zwart served as an AP Physics Reader 
in June at Colorado State University in 
Fort Collins, working as part of a group 
of 100  physicists. And he worked for the 
Educational Policy Improvement Center at 
the University of Oregon as a consultant/
reviewer of physics course syllabi.  
 Political Studies Professor Donald King 
attended the Faculty Development Summer 
Institute on Active Learning and Teaching 
at the University of Prince Edward Island 
(Charlottetown) from July 30-Aug. 3, 
2007. The program has been held annually 
since 1984, helping increase the knowledge 
and skills of college professors at all stages 
of their careers. 
 Dr. Charles Veenstra, professor of 






Germany, on July 
19, 2007. The paper 





does not seem to be on the agenda for 
those who believe in Christian Zionism. 
I identify noteworthy figures and groups 
which support this movement, explain 
the key elements and beliefs, describe its 
relation to dispensational theology, and 
indicate the significant political influence 
this movement has in American and 
international politics. Throughout the 
paper, I examine the extent to which 
those within the movement listen to those 
who agree with them and to those who 
do not. Since this movement focuses on 
a one-sided political view of the Israeli/
Palestinian dispute, one can expect to find 
little listening to those who have a different 
view—both in politics and theology. We 
need to think about the impact of failure to 
listen.  Finally, I will point to some future 
directions for solution and hope.
 The results of that failure to listen, 
predictably, lead to huge problems in 
reconciliation in the Middle East. This 
failure also leads to divisions among 
Christians. The author suggests beliefs in 
Zionism contradict Christian beliefs of 
loving one’s neighbor. 
 The challenge is to show to government 
leaders the power and necessity of 
listening. We need to take models from 
the interpersonal level—models that we 
know work well—to the national and 
international levels. Without listening, there 
can hardly be reconciliation.” 
 Dr. Jonathan Warner, professor of 
economics, presented a paper, “What 
Might We Have Reason to Value?” at the 
Human Development and Capabilities 
Association conference held in New York 
from September 18-20. The paper takes up 
Amartya Sen’s statement that what matters 
for human development is the ability to 
work towards ends that people value, and 
“have reason to value.” Warner argues 
that this formulation, while allowing Sen 
to exclude adaptive preferences (where 
oppressed people come to believe that 
oppression is actually okay), still requires 
a normative view of what values and 
reasons count and that these values and 
reasons will depend on a worldview. 
 Earlier this month, Dr. Leah Zuidema 
gained a new understanding of what it 
means to be a Defender. Zuidema wrapped 
up her Ph.D. studies at Michigan State 
University, taking an oral exam conducted 
by the four professors on her guidance 
committee—"defending” her dissertation. 
 Zuidema’s dissertation is titled “Genre, 
Technologies, and the Intern-Net Discussion 
List: Parawork (Con) Texts for English 
Teachers’ Reflection and Inquiry.” She admits 
that the title isn’t designed to captivate the 
average reader; rather, it includes many key 
words that are likely to bring her work to 
the attention of other researchers combing 
through academic databases. 
 The study traces her work over a three-
year period with thirty-six early-career 
English teachers linked together by e-mail.  
Zuidema analyzes how e-mail genres 
and technologies can both facilitate and 
constrain teachers’ participation in informal, 
online conversations intended to further 
their learning and professional development. 
She and her committee anticipate that her 
analysis and theoretical work will be of 
interest to other English teacher education 
professors (a.k.a. English educators), 
especially those who are interested in 
establishing online networks that help 
beginning teachers. 
 Zuidema is scheduled to present her 
research to Writing Research across Borders, 
an international conference to be held in 
Santa Barbara, as well as to the Conference on 
College Composition and Communication 
that will meet in New Orleans. 
 Agriculture Professor Ron Vos gave 
a public presentation titled Bio-Energy, 
Hype or Reality on August 1, 2007, as part 
of a public lecture series sponsored by Au 
Sable Pacific Rim Institute.  
F A C U L T Y  N E W S
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A new book by John Van Dyk, professor of education emeritus, was recently published by Dordt College Press.
 Fostering a Reflective Culture in the Christian School: The 
Maplewood Story, is a fictional account of one school’s effort to 
foster a reflective culture among its students.
 Van Dyk’s book is for all who are interested in Christian 
education, but his target audience is teachers, administrators, 
school board members, and students preparing to be teachers.
 The story is set in the fictitious Maplewood Christian School, where an 
educational consultant begins a year-long experiment in using the power of 
reflection to close the gap between vision and practice in Christian education. In an 
engaging and conversational style, each of the forty short chapters highlights an 
aspect of the typical school calendar: planning for the first day of school, curriculum 
committee meetings, school board retreat, parent-teacher conferences, prom, 
graduation, etc. 
 Fostering a Reflective Culture in the Christian School: The Maplewood Story is 
available at the Dordt College Bookstore and from major on-line booksellers.
What’s the single most important piece of advice you would share with someone growing up in Iowa? Author James Calvin 
Schaap, Sioux Center, is among the high-profile Iowa residents who 
responded to that question, with gathered responses bound into a 
collection by editor Zachary Michael Jack. 
 Letters to a Young Iowan: Good Sense from the Good People 
of Iowa to Young Folks Everywhere is the resulting book, recently 
released by Ice Cube Press.
 The book is brimming with reflections, thought-provoking advice, and 
observations about the state of Iowa and its residents. Interspersed throughout are 
nuggets like how to walk a gravel road, what you can learn from chickens, cows and 
pigs; and good spitting techniques. 
 The assortment of nearly ninety essays examine a wide range of spiritual, 
moral, practical, environmental, agricultural, intellectual, emotional, and artistic 
characteristics in Iowans, together offering a mosaic of who and what we are as a 
people, as communities, and as a state. 
 Book contributors offer a Who’s Who of the Hawkeye state, including former 
Governor Robert D. Ray, Dan “Mr. Science” Coffey, University of Iowa wrestling 
coach legend Dan Gable, “The Iowa Traveler” Cary J. Hahn, former U.S. 
Representative Jim Leach, former Lieutenant Governor Sally Pederson, former Iowa 
First Lady Christy Vilsack, and many more. 
 Editor Zachary Jack says he sought out contributors who would represent the 
range of people and ideas in Iowa. The occupations of the contributors include 
farmers, small business owners, park rangers, artists, professional athletes, 
engineers, factory technicians, museum directors, lawyers, nuns, and others.
 Letters to a Young Iowan is available from bookstores, web-based book outlets, 
and at the Dordt College Bookstore.
New Faculty Publications
The Maplewood Story aims to encourage Christian schools to work at nurturing 
an environment and atmosphere where refl ection will be at home.
—from the Preface
“In Fostering a Refl ective Culture in the Christian School: The Maplewood Story, Van Dyk 
persistently, yet humbly, challenges school participants to continuously refl ect 
on what it means to administer, teach, and learn Christianly within
a spirits-fi lled age.” 
—Dale De Weerd, Elementary principal and former Grade 4 teacher
Ripon Christian Schools; Ripon, CA“The gifts of renewal of vision and transformation of school culture await 
those schools that commit to the Maplewood journey. In the end, our students 
will be better served and our LORD praised.”
—Elaine Brouwer, Co-coordinator of Alta Vista; Seattle, WA“It is imperative that this important book be placed on the required reading 
list of all Christian college and university teacher education courses. It serves 
as a clarion call to refl ective practice.”
—Frank De Vries, former teacher and principal; Vancouver, BC
Fostering a Refl ective Culturein the Christian School
John Van Dyk
John Van Dyk is professor of education, 
emeritus, and director of the Center for 
Educational Services at Dordt College, 
Sioux Center, Iowa. He works with 
Christian educators worldwide. He is 
the author of Letters to Lisa: Conversations 
with a Christian Teacher and The Craft of 
Christian Teaching: A Classroom Journey.

















at De Witt 
Gymnasium
Dordt College’s De Witt Gymnasium received 
some upgrades this summer in 
preparation for upcoming fall 
and winter sports.
 The purchase of new 
Daktronics scoreboards and shot 
clocks was made possible with 
funds donated by the Defender 
Gold Club and Dordt’s Varsity 
Club. 
 The Defender Gold Club 
supports Dordt College athletics 
by hosting events to raise 
funds for special needs with 
Dordt’s athletics programs 
(see www.dordt.edu/athletics/
gold_club). The Varsity Club, 
made up of students who run 
the concessions at games, also 
contributes funds that benefit 
Dordt College athletics.
 The new Daktronics 
scoreboards feature liquid crystal 
display (LCD) lighting, a more 
energy-efficient technology 
that requires less upkeep than 
the previous display bulbs, 
which burned out frequently. 
The boards are equipped with 
DatStats software, allowing 
statisticians to post information 
on demand throughout a 
game. Shot clocks have also 
been installed above the basket 
backboards.
 In addition, the maintenance 
staff has finished extensive 
electrical renovations, including 
refurbishing a space that will be 
used by the new football staff for 




A Daktronics representative teaches 
Mike Byker, Dordt's sports informa-
tion director, how to run the new score-
boards.
S P O R T S
Mike Byker
Sports Information Director
By the time classes start the fall athletic season is already in full swing at Dordt College.  Athletes report to 
campus for pre-season practice and tryouts 
begin in mid August—cross country, 
football, golf, volleyball, and soccer. By the 
time classes begin most teams have already 
participated in at least one competition.  By 
October, basketball teams will be practicing 
and preparing for their season openers on 
November 2 in North Dakota.
 The soccer teams are coached by Bill 
Elgersma. Coach Elgersma has been the 
women’s coach for four seasons and had a 
previous stint as men’s coach in the mid-
late 1990s. This year’s team is built around 
returning all-GPAC performer and NAIA all-
American honorable mention selection Ryan 
Coon and fellow senior Dan Koolhaas. The 
Defenders have been extremely competitive 
in each of their first ten games, losing only to 
nationally-ranked Hastings College.
 The women’s team returns 
playmaker Kate Du Mez 
who leads a team in the hunt 
for a top-four finish in the 
conference. The squad is an 
extremely young one, with seven 
freshman and five sophomores 
making up the sixteen-player 
roster.  With a smaller roster, 
the challenge for this team 
and coach Elgersma has been 
to remain healthy in what has 
become an increasingly physical 
sport.
 This year’s cross-country teams 
are contrasts in experience. The 
women are led by Jen Kempers, 
Tami Wieringa and Steph 
Helmus. Kempers is a senior 
and will challenge for the 
GPAC individual crown 
while Wieringa and 
Helmus will put together 
a serious push for 
NAIA national meet 
qualification. The 
women have been searching for someone 
to fill the fourth and fifth runner positions 
and bring the team score down for coach 
Greg Van Dyke’s team. The men are led by 
Joel De Haan who had an early season injury 
that slowed him. De Haan narrowly missed 
a national meet berth last season. The rest 
of the team is made up almost entirely of 
freshman and sophomores. Jathan Robinson 
and Aaron Teerink are the only juniors on 
the team. The cross-country team runs five 
regular season meets before running in the 
GPAC championships in late October 
and the NAIA Region III championship 
is set for November 3. The 
NAIA national meet is 
scheduled for November 
17.
 The Dordt volleyball 
team raced to a 13-1 
record to start the season 
and stand 24-6 in early 
October. The Defenders 
fought their way back to 
5-4 in the Great Plains 
Athletic Conference 
after one week of play 
in October. Kristin De 
Ronde bounced back 
quickly from a knee injury 
suffered  in January during the 
basketball season and has been 
the leader for this team along with 
senior setter Emily Van Voorst. Van 
Voorst is the only senior on the roster. 
The volleyball season culminates 
with the Great Plains Athletic Conference 
tournament in early November and the 
NAIA Region III tournament, scheduled to 
be played in Sioux Falls on November 16 and 
17.
 The men’s golf team plays a split schedule, 
playing in meets throughout the fall and then 
continuing again in the spring. Jared Rempel 
has been the low man for Dordt most of the 
fall, picking up where he left off last spring 
when he earned all-GPAC honors. Jason 
Kroese, one of Dordt’s leading players last 
season, is in an overseas program this fall 
and will rejoin the team in the spring. Collin 
Broekhuis has also put together a good fall 
season, holding a sub-80 average.
 The Dordt College football season is 
nearing the completion of their initial club 
season at the time of this writing. The team 
has been competitive in every game they 
have played and earned their first win on 
October 1 over a team from Briar Cliff 42-
21. Derek Kammerlocher and Ben Robbins 
have been the key figures in a rushing attack 
that has averaged over 150 ground yards 
per game. The defense has been aggressive, 
forcing several turnovers. 
Fred Leyendekker has 
seven interceptions 
through five games 
and Willie Smoot leads 
the team in tackles as a 
linebacker. The Defender 
roster features players from across 
the United States and Canada. 
At the conclusion of this club 
season the coaching staff and 
players will begin preparing 
for next year when they 
are full members of the 
Great Plains Athletic 
Conference and will 
field a varsity team in 
2008. Crowd support 
has been outstanding for 
this first football season with a 
capacity-plus crowd attending 
the first ever game on Labor 
Day and crowds of over 1500 
in attendance at the two 
games against Briar Cliff.
 On the Web 
To keep up with the day to day 
activities at Dordt College check our 
website at www.dordt.edu/athletics.  
Game stories, previews, recruit 
news, photos, audio interviews and 
webstreaming links for play by play 
are available along with rosters and 
schedules.
The newest addition to the athletics programs took to the field on Labor Day for the very first Dordt College football game. 
Defenders surge into season 
Larissa Veldhuizen
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Kate Du Mez
Al Mennega Honors Scholarship
 Mark Dykstra
Alice De Graaf Memorial Scholarship
 Rachel Engle













American State Bank Business 
Scholarship Trisha Fynaardt
 Nathan R. Schaap
 Jamie Wiersma
Anne Heyns DeBeer Music Education 
Scholarship Amber Wiersma
B.J. & Deborah Haan Teacher Education 
Scholarship Kelsie De Nooy
Ben & Mathilda Vos Sustainable 




 Merrick Van Otterloo
Boot Family Study Abroad Scholarship 
 Joel Prins
Carol Lee Zylstra Church Music 
Scholarship Grace Jeong
Carrie Foods Special Eff ort Business 
Scholarship Sara De Bruin
 Brandon Huisman
Chemistry Faculty Honors Scholarship
 Kimberly Deelstra
Chris E. Haan Memorial Preseminary 
Scholarship Daniel De Graff 
 Kyle Dieleman
 Kevin Riemersma
 Merrick Van Otterloo
 Brent Van Schepen
Dallas Apol Foreign Language 
Scholarship Nicole Maatman
Daniel Oosterman Memorial 
Scholarship Amanda Stout
Dick & Hilda Addink Scholarship
 Kenny Yang
Dordt College Foreign Language 
Department Study Abroad Scholarship
 Erica Vande Kamp
Dordt College Social Work Scholarship
 Sarah Sparks
EDA, Inc. Engineering Scholarship
 David Ellerie
 Andy Schroedermeier








 Amy Van Deraa
 Jacelyn Van Eps
 Nathaniel Woudstra
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Wes Fopma
Director of Alumni and Church Relations
This fall the alumni association board will be meeting on campus for the fi rst time 
since I assumed the duties as 
Director of Alumni and Church 
Relations. We will be discussing 
a number of issues that aff ect our 
offi  ce’s work with alumni.
 One issue that we will be 
discussing will be the time of the 
year that we host Alumni Weekend. 
Currently, Alumni Weekend 
is held in February. Activities 
during Alumni Weekend 
in February usually revolve 
around the basketball schedule and the 
recipient of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award.
 In 2008-09 Dordt College will play 
their fi rst varsity schedule of football. Most 
colleges that play varsity football include a 
college football game as part of the Alumni 
Weekend or Homecoming activities. Th e 
opportunity to move this weekend to the 
fall when the weather is milder gives us an 
opportunity to include a number of other 
activities into Alumni Weekend. We’ll keep 
you posted on these developments.
 Another issue up for discussion involves 
regional programming of alumni 
activities. Th is past year alumni 
council members committed 
themselves to hosting at least 
one alumni activity during the 
calendar year in their area. Th ese 
activities included such things 
as hosting Dordt College faculty 
presentations to alumni, hosting 
student musical or theater groups, 
and gatherings around athletic 
events. We are always looking 
for new and interesting ways 
to draw alumni together. 
If you have ideas give me a 
call or shoot me an e-mail or contact your 
local alumni board representative. You can 
fi nd the list of board representatives on the 
alumni page of the Dordt College website. 
 I’d like to publicly thank Rodney Lamfers 
(’95). Rodney has served as president of 
the alumni association board for the last 
two years. During his two years of service 
as president, Judy Hagey left  the director of 
alumni relations position that I have since 
fi lled. Rodney agreed to serve an extra year 
as president in that transition and has made 
my work infi nitely easier. Th anks, Rodney. 
 We also need to thank those whose 
service to the alumni board ended in 
August. Retiring board members include 
Andrew Schuttinga and Corey Westra from 
Iowa, Doug Van Andel from Washington, 
Rose Van Engen from Minnesota, and Val 
Moll from California. Th e college and the 
alumni association are grateful for your 
work and service. You folks served tirelessly 
as ambassadors of the college in your 
regions.
 New members on the alumni board 
this year are Merl Alons and Liz Danzeisen 
from Arizona, Jan Viss from California, 
Sherry Vos from Washington, Kim Adams 
from Wisconsin, and Sandra Vanden Bosch 
and Mark Blankespoor from Iowa. Micah 
Schreurs from Sheldon, Iowa, will serve as 
president of the alumni board. Th anks for 
your willingness to serve. 
 We are still looking for additional 
board members from central Minnesota, 
Washington, and Michigan. If you are 
interested or would like to nominate 
someone please contact me at your 
convenience at wfopma@dordt.edu or 712-
722-6028. 
Wes Fopma
Alumni Council faces new issues
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Stan Vanden Berg (’61) will retire this year 
aft er a forty-four-year career in Christian educa-
tion in Iowa.  His fi rst teaching assignment was 
at Sheldon Christian School from 1963-66. He 
served as principal at Rock Rapids Christian 
from1966-70, Ocheyedan Christian from 1970-
75, Des Moines Christian from1975-80, and 
Ireton Christian from 1980-2006.
Marian Van Til (ex ’74) has published her fi rst 
book: George Frideric Handel: A Music Lover’s 
Guide (www.wordpowerpublishing.com). Th e 
biography focuses on how Handel’s faith aff ected 
his life and how it was revealed in his develop-
ment of Messiah and seventeen other biblical 
oratorios. Marian is working on two new books, 
is writing a year-long series for Th e Banner in 
honor of the Christian Reformed Church’s 
sesquicentennial, and writes a monthly column 
for the Canadian biweekly Christian Courier, 
where she was an editor from 1984-2000. She 
is also the music director at a Lutheran church. 
Marian and her husband, Ed Cassidy, live in 
Youngstown, New York. She can be contacted at 
marianvantil@roadrunner.com.
On June 27, Rachel E. (Holleman) Bergsma 
(’76) passed away peacefully at her home 
surrounded by her family aft er a two-year battle 
with cancer.  Following her graduation from 
Dordt, she married George Bergsma, with whom 
she celebrated thirty years together and fi ve 
children; Kim (Bo Stephan), Arlen, Roxie (T. J. 
Timmermans); Tina (Joe Vanderpol) and Kevin.
Rachel loved the outdoors, sporting events, 
and spending time with her family. Her passions 
included gardening, camping trips, and being 
with the people she loved. 
Rodney Spoelstra (’76) received a master of 
science degree in Adult Learning Performance 
and Development (ALDP) from Drake University 
in May. Rodney works for Universal Systems 
and Technology (Unitech), a Virginia-based 
company that develops on-line training for 
military and business interests. He serves as an 
ISD (Instructional System Designer) for military 
web-based training.
Jacob Vande Hoef (’81) writes, “I am currently 
serving as pastor at First CRC in Guelph, 
Ontario. Last year I was granted a three-month 
sabbatical, and for the fi rst four weeks my wife, 
Jane, and I traveled to the Philippines. I spent one 
week teaching a course on the books of Samuel 
at the Koinonia Th eological Seminary in Davao 
City. We also visited friends serving with CRWM 
in the Philippines and were able to see what the 
Lord is doing in the CRC in the Philippines. For 
an extended story and  personal refl ections on 
this trip go to www.crcna.org/pages/servicelink_
philippines06.cfm.
"A second newsworthy item (at least I think it 
is newsworthy) is that last week I made my 100th 
blood donation. If my memory serves me well, I 
made my fi rst donation while at Dordt." 
Gregg VandeKieft  (’83) is president of the 
Washington Academy of Family Physicians. He 
serves on the board of the Washington Academy 
of Hospice and Palliative Medicine, and recently 
completed a term on the Ethics Committee of 
the American Academy of Hospice and Palliative 
Medicine. Greg is on faculty at Providence St. 
Peter Family Medicine Residency Program in 
Olympia, Washington, and is Assistant Clinical 
Professor of Family Medicine at the University 
of Washington School of Medicine in Seattle. He 
also serves as Medical Director for Hospice and 
Palliative Care, and Ethics Committee co-chair, 
for Providence St. Peter Hospital and Providence 
Hospice in Olympia.
 Darla Struck (’86) has been promoted to 
director of the Cherokee Campus and Northern 
Service Areas for Western Iowa Tech Community 
College. Her new duties include the oversight 
of all personnel, facilities, budgets, advertising, 
advisory boards, and activities for the Cherokee 
and Le Mars campuses.
Previously, she was an adjunct instructor of 
public speaking and foundation classes in reading 
and writing at WITCC’s Cherokee campus. She is 
married to Paul Struck, associate publisher/editor 
of Th e Chronicle Times. Th ey have two children, 
Alex and Alisanne.
John (’86) and Rebecca Mulder announce the 
adoption of Cai James. Cai was born on June 4, 
2006, in Kunming, China, and was placed in his 
parents arms on July 15, 2007, in Kunming, China. 
Alicia (Nugteren, ’88) and David Admiraal 
announce the birth of Clara Celeste, born on 
May 28, 2006, in Lincoln, Nebraska. Clara was 
welcomed by brothers Joseph (7) and James (5).
Andrew Wierenga  
(’89) recently accepted a 
position in the Phoenix 
Police Department as 
police offi  cer recruit.  
Henry Byl (’89) 
recently began duties 
as the general manager of the new Holiday Inn 
Express hotel in Sioux Center. 
Gregg Koldenhoven (’89) and Diana Bergh 
were married on September 30, 2006, in Golden, 
Colorado.  Th ey live in Longmont, Colorado, 
where Gregg works as an orthopedic surgeon. 
Diana is a labor and delivery nurse.   
Gailen Veurink (’90), chief operations 
offi  cer and senior vice president for U.S. Bank 
Retail Payment Solutions, was named one of 
the Minneapolis/St. Paul Business Journal’s “40 
Under Forty” honorees for 2007. Veurink and 
the other honorees were recognized during an 
awards reception at the Minneapolis Club in 
downtown Minneapolis on May 17. All honorees 
were featured in the “40 Under Forty” special 
publication of May 18. Th e award is bestowed 
upon honorees based on their professional 
accomplishments, demonstrated leadership, and 
community contributions. 
Kelly (’90) and Charlene (Medenblik, ’92) 
Homan announce the birth of Joshua Michael 
on June 5, 2006, in Rolla, Missouri. He joins 
Caleb (11), Ellie (7), Josiah (5) and Micah (2).  
Kelly is an Associate Professor of Mechanical 
Engineering at the University of Missouri-Rolla. 
Jeff  (’91) and Linda Vande Voort of Rochester 
Hills, Michigan, announce the birth of Selah 
Pearl, born on July 25, 2007. She was welcomed 
home by her two brothers, Isaac and Calvin.
Terry (’91) and Lisa (Swart, ’93) Mulder had a 
baby girl, Alyssa Marie, born on March 26, 2007, 
a sister to Jessica (10) and Kaitlyn (7).
 Chris (’92) and Kelly Van Ee announce the 
adoption of Dawit Mulugeta. Dawit (Amharic 
for David) was born in Dessie, Ethiopia, and is 
twelve years old. Dawit joined his new sisters Kate 
(5) and Eliza (2) in Ypsilanti, Michigan, in early 
August. Dawit loves soccer.   
Paul Dalen (’92) recently deployed to Iraq 
with the 4th Brigade, 1st Infantry Division from 
Fort Riley, Kansas, as the Director of Human 
Resources. Paul writes “I’m responsible for all 
human resources actions for the 4000+ members 
of the brigade. One military-specifi c aspect of my 
job is dealing with casualties...of which there have 
been way too many. Please pray for the safety of 
all of our servicemen and women over here and 
for a lasting peace in this area.”
Kim (Kats, ’93) Haveman is the new secretary 
at Hull Christian School. She and husband Steve, 
live in Hull with daughters: Kiana and Jorji. 
Eric (’94) and Jennifer Gray announce the 
birth of their third child, Tyler James. Tyler was 
welcomed home by big brother Dylan (5) and big 
sister Lindsay (3). Eric works for the iTunes Store, 
a division of Apple.
Nikki (Van Wijngaarden, ’94) and Daniel Hol
(’94) announce the birth of Abigail Nicole, born 
on April 25, 2007. Th ey live in Oskaloosa, Iowa.
Beth (Kooiker, ’94) and Todd Van Baren 
announce the birth of Andrew Gise, born on July 
10, 2007, in Crown Point, Indiana.  Andrew is 
welcomed home by big brother and sister, Jacob 
and Jori (21 months).
Sara (Vanden Bosch, ’95) has been teaching 
ESL classes at Hilltops Academy in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, and is trying to survive the rainy season. 
She planned to return to the U.S. in July, ready to 
enjoy all of the good food she has missed!
Kristen (Westerhof, ’95) and Andy Link 
announce the birth of Stanley Musial, born on 
May 5, 2005, in Belleville Illinois. Kristen writes, 
“Stan is the grandson of Dordt alum Grace 
(Hummel, ’67) Westerhof and nephew of Shelley 
(Westerhof, ’95) Toolis. He was born with a head 
of red hair and was named for his daddy’s favorite 
baseball player and St. Louis hero. Mom, Kristen, 
agreed to this, despite being a lifelong Cubs fan.”
Elizabeth (Van Oord, ’96) and Kevin van der 
Wier (’93) announce the birth of Lincoln Tobas, 
born on September 26, in Beamsville, Ontario. 
Lincoln joins his brothers, Carson and Skyler, and 
his sister, Keturah. 
On April 6, 2007, Ted (’96) and Patricia 
(Grootenboer, ’95) Kaemingh were blessed with 
the birth of twins, Ava Lindsey and Bradley 
Carter. Ava and Brad join siblings Dawson (6), 
Julia (4), and Lauren (2).
Rachel (Blankespoor, ’96) and Jonathan 
Mooy (’96) announce the birth of Jocelyn 
Rae, born on February 12, 2007, in Loveland, 
Colorado. Jocelyn joins big sister Allison (20 
months).
Tom (’96) and Melissa (Vander Lugt, ’96) 
Kamp welcomed Samuel Aedan on August 16, 
2007.
Jason (’96) and Kara (DeHaan, ex ’99) Smit 
were blessed with the birth of Kolton Jay, born on 
January 17, 2007., a brother for sisters, Haley (7) 
and Jenna (5). Th e Smits live in Pella, Iowa.
Laura (Holesinger, ’96) and Jon Ritterbush 
announce the birth of Justin Magnus born on 
July 28, 2006, in East Ridge, Tennessee. Justin was 
welcomed home by big brother Kyle (3).
Lydia Ann was born on November, 9, 2006, to 
Barb (Jansma, ’97) and Greg Niessink (’96). 
Kirali was born to Brian (’96) and Kristine 
(Huenink, ’98) Altena on March 4, 2007. Brian 
and Kristine have lived in the Myrtle Beach, 
South Carolina, area for the past four and a half 
years. Brian is a golf professional at a local golf 
course, and Kristine is the supervising physical 
therapist at a regional hospital.
Lance (’01) and Nicole (Bolluyt, ’96) Gritters
welcomed Ian Michael on August 5, 2007, in 
Waverly, Iowa.
Matt (’97) and Julie Howerzyl announce the 
birth of Noah Douglas, born October 6, 2006, 
in Boise, Idaho. He is welcomed home by big 
brother Drew (6) and big sister Allie (3). 
Kenyon Robert was born to Kyle and Rachel 
(Kuiper, '97)Katje on March 6, 2007, in Hopkins, 
Michigan.
Heather Lillian (Hamilton, ’97) and Matthew 
Vogl were married on May 5, 2007, in Great Falls, 
Virginia. Lillian practices law and government 
aff airs in Washington, D.C., with Covington & 
Burling LLP.  
Jarret (’97) and Kristi (Kooiker, ’97) Eshuis
announce the birth of Levi Andrew, born on 
February 18, 2007, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
Levi is welcomed by big sisters Jessica (11) and 
Sarah (6) and big brother Noah (4).
Kristen (Cnossen, ’97) and Matt Nichols 
announce the birth of Andrew Darwin, born on 
June 15, 2007, in San Diego, California. “Drew is 
healthy and growing quickly, and joins his proud, 
two-year-old sister, Ellie, in bringing joy to and 
stealing sleep from his mom and dad,” writes Kris.
Jill (Te Grotenhuis, ’98) and Scott DeJong
(’97) announce the birth of Addison Jane, born 
on July 5, 2007, in Modesto, California. Big 
brother Ethan and big sister Maya are loving their 
new little sister!
Mara Sam was born to Keith and Sheila 
(Veenstra, ’97) Johnston on July 31, 2007, in 
Zeeland Michigan. Mara joins sister Hannah (3).
Shyanne Makelle was born February 13, 2007, 
to Shannon (ex. ’97) and Anita (Van Schepen, 
’98) Van Wyk. She was welcomed by Austin.
Sarah (’98) Bliss Bakker and Henry Bakker
(’97) announce the birth of Moses Samuel Bliss 
Bakker, born on May 13, 2007, at home in 
Cameron, Ontario.
Leann (Aukema, ’97) and Seth Koerner (’99) 
announce the birth of Landon James, born on 
June 5, 2007, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. He joins 
big brother Isaac (2).
Alisha (Halma, ’98) and Derrick Koedam 
announce the birth of Chelsea Lynn, born on 
May 10, 2007, in Rock Valley, Iowa.
Tina (Addink, ’98) and Kevin Van Otterloo
(’00) announce the birth of Ella Marie, born on 
October 30, 2006, in Jenison, Michigan. Ella is 
joins big brothers Ethan (4) and Luke (3).
Arie (’98) and Tami (DeHaan, ’99,) deJong
had a baby girl, Annelise Greta, on March 14, 
2007, in Kalamazoo, Michigan. She joins Carson 
(5), Nyla (4), and Arie (2).   
Ryan (’99) and Cristin Verver announce the 
birth of Benjamin Dale, born on April 4, 2007, in 
Palos Heights, Illinois. Jillian is enjoying her new 
baby brother.
Micah Jay was born to Benj (’99) and Rhonda 
(Hubers, ’99) Van Donge on June 4, 2007, in 
Sioux Center.
 Janelle (Sonke, ’97) and Nathan Hendricks
(’99) announce the birth of Joel Benjamin, born 
on April 17, 2007, in San Jose, California. His big 
sisters, Kate (3) and Anna (2), are very excited.
Tiff any (Brummel, ’99) and Eric Van Baren 
were blessed with a baby boy, Derek Jon, on June 
13. He joins Luke (5), Jared (4), and Kayla (2).
Paul (’99) and Amy (Van Ruler ’99) Ross
are the proud parents of Laura Marria, born on 
May 20, 2006.  Laura arrived four weeks early, 
weighing only 5.5 lbs, but she is doing great!
Anita (Van Nieuwenhuyzen, ’99) and Brent
Nykamp (’99) announce the birth of Wyatt John, 
born on May 5, 2007 in Minneapolis. “Big sister 
Ava is happy to have Wyatt join our family. We 
are blessed!”
Joel (’99) and Christie Vos announce the birth 
of Josiah Daniel, born on December 20, 2006, in 
Sioux City, Iowa
Kenyon Robert was born to Kyle and Rachel 
(Kuiper, ’99) Katje on March 6, 2007.
Carmen (Zonnefeld, ’99) and Dan Huttenga 
live inWhitehall, Michigan, where Dan is a 
product engineer for Alcoa Howmet Castings, 
and Carmen stays home with daughter, Naomi.
Patrick (’99) and Melinda Zondervan
announce the birth of Malia Grace, born on July 
6, 2007, in Grand Rapids, Michigan. “Malia is a 
content and peaceful baby, and Isaac loves being 
a big brother!”
       Springtime in Nashville:refreshed for Service
Presented by Dordt College: March 14-20, 2008 
Hosts  |  Alumni Stan (1977) and Alice (Veluw) Weber (1980), Salama Urban Ministries, Inc. 
Leaders  |  Rev. Scotty Smith, author & founding pastor of Christ Community Church, Franklin, 
TN; Abby Jansen, Dordt College social work professor & “Ministry in Community” discussion facilitator
Enjoy  |  A week of exploring culture, music, art and history in “the Athens of the South” —better 
known as Music City U.S.A.—while learning to be better equipped to do ministry in your community
Absorb  |  Nashville’s historic and cultural sites: including the new Schermerhorn Symphony 
Center, art museums, botanical gardens and yes, even some great live music
Included  |  Motel, site transportation, and some meals 
Info  |  Dianne De Wit at 712-722-6029 or ddewit@dordt.edu
or go to www.dordt.edu/events/nashville
D O R D T  C O L L E G E
First National Bank Business 
Scholarship Rachel Kobes
Foreign Candy Company Study Abroad 
Scholarship Jacob Holtrop
 Angela Van Beek
Garry & Delores Zonnefeld Christian 
Education Scholarship Jennifer Alkema
Gladys Apol Scholarship Laurissa Boman
Good Shepherd Scholarship
 Tymona Van Houten Natelborg
H & H Van Klaveren Youth Ministries 





Henry & Sadie Buteyn Family Teacher 
Education Scholarship Justin Franken
Henry De Groot Business 
Administration Scholarship
 Grant Dykstra








 Sarah Van Stempvoort
Heritage HPER Scholarship
 Jennifer Kempers
Heritage Teacher Education Scholarship
 Timothy Van Voorst
Hilda Ozinga Art Scholarship
 Rachel Bruning Clemens
 Laura Dykstra
 Enno Henk Meijers
 Lindsey Shearer
Huisman Minority Student Scholarship
 Jane Wegener
 Xiong Kenny Yang
Innotec Engineering Scholarship
 Jason Buxcel
Integrity in Business Scholarship
 Jacob Holtrop
Interstates Electric Computer Science 
Scholarship Nathan Mulder
Interstates Electric Engineering 
Scholarship Andy Schroedermeier
Jack Grotenhuis Memorial Scholarship
 Emily Greenfi eld
Jake Hop Men’s Basketball Scholarship
 Brandon Oldenkamp
Jake Hop Scholarship Beth DeKam
James Albert Klaver Memorial 
Scholarship Brian Havinga
James Koldenhoven Th eater Arts 
Scholarship Jonathon Shaff stall
Jeanie E. Zinkand Memorial 
International Student Scholarship
 Zeni St John
Jeff rey A. Alons Th eater Arts 
Scholarship Daniel Den Boer
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Eric (’99) and Michelle (Van Zee ’97) 
Zomermaand announce the birth of Isabella 
Grace on July 22, 2007. She joins Anna (6) and 
Dylan (4).
Judah Biruk, born on July 8, 2006, in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, was brought home December 
1, 2006, by his proud parents Aaron (’00) and 
Nicole Vander Vliet (’99) Baart. “Big brother 
Isaac (3) is thrilled.”
Lieschen (Hoeksema, ’00) and Mike Jacobs 
(’00) announce the birth of David Michael, born 
on May 3, 2007, in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
 Sean (’99) and Laurie (Hoogeveen, ’01) 
Covington announce the birth of Jack Isaiah 
Lee, born on May 14, 2007, in Des Moines, Iowa. 
Jack joins big brother Shannon (2 1/2).
Lora (Haveman, ’00) Petitt has been 
promoted to executive director of Love In 
the Name of Christ in Sheldon, Iowa. Love 
INC, creates partnerships with area churches, 
connecting people to agencies and assistance 
such as providing furniture, transporting to 
appointments, teaching life skills, and budgeting.
Billie (Draper, ’00) Streufert was named 
director of the Career Development Center 
at The University of South Dakota. Streufert 
had been at Augustana College in Sioux Falls, 
where she served as a career counselor and adult 
learning coordinator for three years. Streufert 
was also the coordinator of the Academic 
Success Achievement Program and residence 
hall director during her tenure at Augustana. 
Prior to working at Augustana, Streufert was 
at North Hennepin Community College in 
Brooklyn Park, Minn., where she was a business 
and technology careers adviser and coordinator 
in the Counseling and Advising Center. 
Jeff (ex ’00) and Susan (Vandermeer, ’00) 
Dykshoorn announce the birth of Allyson 
Sophia, born July 3, in Abbotsford, British 
Columbia. She joins her big brother, Eli.
Leanne (Klaver, ’00) and Kory Kooima 
announce their marriage which took place on 
April 29, 2006, in LeMars, Iowa. They currently 
live in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  
Jill (Driesen, ’00) Ten Haken, Sioux Falls, 
was crowned Mrs. South Dakota-America 2007 
on June 29th. She represented South Dakota at 
the Mrs. America Pageant in Tucson, Arizona, 
August 22, through September 5. Jill is married 
to Paul Ten Haken, (’00), mother of eighteen-
month-old Jade, and marketing manager of 
SolCom in Sioux Falls.
Daniel (’00) and Michelle De Boer announce 
the birth of Natalie, born on May 8, 2007, in 
Sunnyside, Washington. She joins her older 
brother, Isaac Daniel.
Arlan (’00) and Ava Vander Woude had a 
baby boy, Isaiah Merlyn, on December 21, 2006.
Stephen Van Wyk (’00) was promoted to 
Electronic Media Designer for Alexander 
Marketing Services, where he worked as a 
graphic designer since 2000. Steve will be 
responsible for designing and producing web 
sites, and multimedia authoring. He will also 
help provide PC and MAC support throughout 
the company. 
Jodi (Fopma, ’00) and John De Berg (’00) 
had a baby girl, Abbie Marie, on October 10, 
2006. John is a bookkeeper/tax preparer for De 
Berg Enterprises in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
Jodi is Financial Aid Counselor and Program 
Coordinator at the University of Sioux Falls. 
Kristin Anderson (’01)and Piergiorgio 
Rosetti were married on April 14 in the church 
of Sant’Appolinare, Petrella Guidi, Italy. Both 
the bride and groom are freelance writers and 
nonviolence trainers/activists in Palestine, Italy, 
and the U.S. 
Jeff (’01) and Candy (Claus, ’01) Van Roekel 
had a baby girl, Lily Darlene, born on November 
11, 2006.
Richard (’01) and Mandy (Plooster, ’02) 
Laninga announce the birth of Olivia Marie, on 
November 7, 2006, in Avon, Indiana
Cherish (Engbers, ’01) married Tim Fedders 
on June 3, 2006. They live in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.
Lani (Van Someren, ’01) and Tim Knutson 
welcomed their first child, Peter Timothy, on 
June 22, 2007.  The Knutsons live in Snohomish, 
Washington.
On February 21, 2007, Lauren Grace was 
born to Mike (’02) and Malissa (Int Veld, ’02) 
Eekhoff.
Ryan and Kim (Van Groningen, ’02) 
Zuidervaart announce the birth of Gianna Rae 
on May 5, 2007, in Ripon, California.
Krista (De Jong, ’02) and Brian Klaasen 
announce the birth of Jadyn Hope, born on May 
4, 2007, in Pella, Iowa. She joins sister Alexa (2).
Caleb Ryan was born on September 5, 2006, 
to Mark and Jen (Bakker, ’02) Wielenga
Howard (’02) and Melissa (Wergin, ’02) 
Gorter announce the birth of Lucas Michael on 
March 15, 2007, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
Michelle (Key, ’02) and Jon Drnek announce 
the birth of Ryan Marcus, born on June 4, 2007, 
in Zeeland, Michigan. Ryan joins his big brother 
Caleb (1).
Jaron Vande Hoef (’02) and Shane Vander 
Kooi (’93) of Interstates Companies in Sioux 
Center, Iowa, have each passed an important 
career milestone by earning the Professional 
Engineer designation. The designation is 
awarded based on work experience and the 
completion of a demanding course of study, 
culminating in an eight-hour exam. Vande Hoef 
has worked for Interstates for five years; Vander 
Kooi joined Interstates about a year ago.  
Darcy (Faber, ’02) Maas was promoted to 
Branch Manager of the US Bank in Sioux Falls, 
South Dakota. She manages bankers, tellers, 
and sales and service employees at the branch. 
She recently graduated from the University of 
Sioux Falls with a master’s degree in business 
administration.
Jillian Dengerink (’02 ) and Martin De Hoog 
were married on September 9, 2006. Jillian is 
a fourth grade teacher at Ontario Christian 
School, and Martin is a dairy farmer in 
California.
Jon and Michelle (Nonhof, ’02) Gladstone 
announce the birth of Jacob Ryan, born on July 
24, 2006, in Schaumburg, Illinois.
Tanya (Top, ’02) and Greg Talsma announce 
the birth of Lydia Kay, born on July 5, 2007, in 
Powell, Wyoming. “Every day we praise the Lord 
for sharing Lydia with us.”
David (’02) and Melissa (Lytle, ’02) Slomp 
would like to announce the birth of a younger 
brother for Leighton (1). Paxton Asher was born 
on May 23, 2007, in Brooks, Alberta.
Wade (’02) and Leanne (Prins, ’03) Halma 
give thanks for the birth of Ella Faith, born on 
January 16, 2007. She joins big brother Ashton 
(2). Ella was born just two days after Ashton’s 
second birthday, and he thought that she was a 
pretty good belated present! The Halmas live in 
Pella, Iowa. 
Carrie (Ten Napel, ’02) and Aaron Rietsema 
(’03) announce the birth of Luke Bennett, 
born on May 3, 2007, in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. Big sister Marie Addison, born July 30, 
2005, adores her little brother. Aaron is working 
for Town and Country Realtors, and Carrie 
is attending South Dakota State University in 
pursuit of a master’s degree in mathematics. 
Matthew (’03) and Stacy (Te Velde, ’02) 
De Jong announce the birth of Ethan Garret, 
born on December 7, 2006. “The Lord has truly 
blessed us with two wonderful boys. David, now 
four, is a proud big brother.”
 Jackie (Flikkema, ’03) and Ted Altena (’03) 
announce the birth of Caleb Jon, born on May 
22, 2007, in Orange City, Iowa.
 Daniel (’03) and Laura (Vander Stelt, ’03) 
Kramer announce the birth of Claire Renae, 
born on July 31, 2007, in Sioux Center, Iowa.
Denae (Wittmeier, ’03) and Brian Matherly 
(’03) announce the birth of Maxwell Henry, born 
on April 24, 2007. “Two little boys, two little 
blessings.”
Carol (Hiner, ’03) Yates is a marriage and 
family therapy intern at Enki Youth and Family 
Services in Covina, California. Carol earned 
a master’s degree in clinical psychology from 
Azusa Pacific University in July 2006 and 
worked as a case manager providing therapy 
services to young people and their families. Her 
move to a community mental health clinic came 
following a stipend she received from the MFT 
Consortium of Los Angeles County awarded 
to “multiculturally competent” therapists 
entering the field. “I see families from a large 
variety of backgrounds and my work stretches 
me often. I feel the Lord has had an immensely 
sovereign hand in much of my work and where 
my education has taken me since graduating 
from Dordt. Working at Enki has also raised my 
awareness of how the health of a community 
is reflected in how we interact and care for 
children.” 
Carol and her husband, Alan, bought a 
house that has kept them busy with painting, 
remodeling and sprucing up. 
Leah (Bleeker, ’03) De Stigter recently 
accepted a position at Sioux Center Community 
Hospital located in Hull, Iowa, as a physical 
therapist. Leah had been employed at Newton 
Medical Center in Newton, Iowa. Shawn De 
Stigter (’03) recently accepted a position at 
Central Lyon High School, located in Rock 
Rapids, Iowa, as a teacher and coach.
Rachel (Davelaar, ’03) and Colin Attema 
(’03) announce the birth of twin girls, Chloe Sue 
and Ruby Grace. They were born on August 11, 
2007, in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  
Daniel (’04) and Sheila (Van Maanen, ’04) 
Blankespoor were married on June 29, 2007. 
They live in George, Iowa. Dan works at Town 
and Country Implement in Rock Valley and 
farms with his Dad and brother. Sheila will 
begin her second year of teaching at Heritage 
Reformed School in Rock Valley.
Melinda Van Egmond (’04) was married to 
Drew Eenigenburg on June 16, 2007, in Lansing 
Illinois. Melinda is a second grade teacher at 
Lansing Christian School.
Naomi (Elgersma, ’04) married Michael 
Schout on June 30, 2006. They live in Ripon, 
California.
Katie (Van Engen, ’04) and Brian VanderLey 
(’05) announce the arrival of Gerrit John on July 
12, 2007.
Elizabeth Friesema (’05) and Kiel Hoek 
were married on June 16, 2007, in Racine, 
Wisconsin. They currently live in San Jose, 
California. “There was a strong Dordt contingent 
at the wedding—Kara Bouma, Emily Pettinga 
(Philippus), Deb Gritter (Schippers), Stephanie 
Stiemsma, Alicia VanderWal (Rozenboom), 
Orpah Jensema (Schiebout), Jessica Freiborg, 
and...John Baas and his family!”
Sheila (Otness, ’06) and Andrew Smude 
were married on June 30, 2007. They live in 
Minneapolis, Minnesota.
Kyle De Graaf (’06) passed the Certified 
Public Accountancy exam in spring of 
2007. Katie (Harmsen, ’06) De Graaf also 
passed the Certified Public Accountancy exam 
in the fall of 2006 and became a CPA in the 
summer of 2007.
Kerri (Keizer, ’06) Van Der Brink is teaching 
second grade at Hull Protestant Reformed 
Christian School. She says she’s wanted to 
be a teacher since elementary school. “I’ve 
always been around teachers in my family. My 
Grandma Kooima was a teacher, and my mom is 
the fourth-grade teacher at HPRCS.  She was my 
kindergarten teacher. Teaching is in my blood.” 
Michael (’06) and Michelle (Bille, ’07) 
Wiersma were married on June 30, 2007. They 
live in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where Michael 
is in banking with U.S. Bank, and Michelle is a 
personal trainer for Lifetime Fitness. 
Elizabeth (Vande Griend, ’07) Van Maanen 
returned to her alma mater, Hull Christian 
School, as music teacher. She teaches junior high 
choir and band, as well as eighth-grade Bible. A 
skilled clarinetist, she wants to share her love of 
music with children and young adults and “try 
to give them an appreciation and love of music.”
Sarah Schoenfeld (’07) recently accepted a 
position at Livingston American School located 
in Shanghai, China, as Third Grade Teacher.
Three Dordt College alumni competed in the 
Manitou Triathlon in White Bear Lake, Min-
nesota:  Erin Piersma (’05), Kristen Rietsema 
(’05), Christopher De Berg (’04).
On July 13, 14, and 15, 2007, six roommates, 
who graduated in 1997, gathered in Iowa City 
for a ten-year reunion. Tracy Winkle, Eric 
Netjes, Matt Fynaardt, Jason Nikkel, Eric Baas, 
and Nathan Schelhaas  got together, with their 
families, to celebrate ten years apart. The last 
time the roommates saw each other was five 
years earlier at a wedding. Jason Nikkel works 
at Unity Christian High School in Hudsonville, 
Michigan, as the Media Center Specialist and 
does some coaching; Eric Baas is a self-em-
ployed builder in Falmouth, Michigan; Eric 
Netjes is an investor in Sioux Falls, South Da-
kota; Matt Fynaardt teaches physical education 
in Oskaloosa, Iowa, in the Middle and High 
School; Nathan Schelhaas is an actuary at the 
Principal building in Des Moines, Iowa; and 
Tracy Winkle is a sales representative in Cadil-
lac, Michigan, at a Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep deal-
ership. “It’s amazing to see how each one of us 
has grown up, matured, and become parents. 
We joked about how we had all gained a little 
weight—except for Baas,” commented Netjes. 
After a wonderful weekend together, the room-
mates decided this should become an annual 
event rather than wait another ten years.
 On the Web 
We've had more announcements 
to run in this issue than space, so 
please look for yours next time if you 
do not see it in this issue. You can 
also go to the online alumni directory 
for all submitted news: www.
alumniconnections.com/dordt/
A L U M N I  S T O R I E S
Jesse Hugen Memorial Scholarship
 Deann Fynaardt
Jill Vander Zee Memorial Scholarship
 Andrea LeMahieu
JJR Leadership Scholarship Kiley Boone
 Helia De Hoop
 Caitlin Lenz
 Jessica Sohre
 Linda Van Wyk




 Nathan J. Schaap
 Helena van Beek
 Timothy Vande Griend
Joe’s Ready Mix, Inc. Scholarship
 Benjamin Werkhoven
John & Frances Bonnema Memorial 
Business Scholarship Claire McWilliams
 Brandon Oldenkamp
 Amy Parish
John & Frances Bonnema Memorial 
Music Scholarship Regina Groenendyk
 Timothy Vande Griend
John & Frances Bonnema Memorial 
Social Work Scholarship
 Stephanie Wiersma
John & Frances Bonnema Memorial 
Teacher Education Scholarship
 Jana Groenenboom VanZante
 Michelle Kistler
 Karlynn Vis
John & Reona Reinsma Organ 
Scholarship Melanie De Young
John B. Hulst Teacher Education 
Scholarship Janaye De Winkle
 Kimberly Smith
John Bosma Memorial Scholarship
 Julie Ooms
Jonathan Ross Kooima Scholarship
 Robert Kangas
Len & Lee Rhoda Women’s Basketball 
Scholarship Amy Prather
 Erin Savery
Link Manufacturing Ltd. Engineering 
Scholarship Jon Hjelle
Louis & Agnes Kamps Scholarship
 Lauralee Alberda
Louis & Johanna Zuiderhof Teacher 
Education Scholarship Sara Achterhof
Louis & Tina Van Dyke History 
Scholarship Julie Andree
Lyle & Marlene Bleeker Engineering 
Scholarship Katiegrace Youngsma
Martin Seven Classics Scholarship
 Ashley Kasper
Martin Seven Communication 
Scholarship Etson Williams
Martin Seven English Scholarship
 Jessica Assink
 Linda Van Wyk
Martin Seven HPER Scholarship
 Katie Smies
Martin Seven Mathematics Scholarship
 Craig Horstman
Mike Vanden Bosch English Scholarship
 Julie Ooms
(To be continued in next issue)
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Kris (Cnossen, ’97) Nichols
For twenty years now, Stan and Alice Weber have been living in Nashville, Tennessee, a city that people are calling not only “Music City U.S.A.,” 
but also the “Athens of the South.”  Their 
family has lived and worked in places that 
most people would call “diverse,” but if you 
were to ask Stan about culture shock, he’d 
laugh.
 “Dordt was my biggest culture shock,” he 
says.
 Stan grew up in North Dakota.  He was a 
relatively new Christian when he first stepped 
on to Dordt’s campus, and when someone 
asked him if he was “C.R.” he didn’t quite 
know how to respond.  
 “Transferring in is a hard thing,” Weber 
points out.  “Relationships are already formed 
before you get there when you’re a transfer 
student.”  
 Regardless, once he got acclimated to the 
new place and the new people in Northwest 
Iowa, he became very aware that God 
was at work in his life, preparing him for 
something bigger than he could imagine at 
the time.  Now almost thirty years later, he 
is at the helm of Salama Urban Ministries 
in Nashville, a non-profit organization that 
provides students with a supplementary 
education program with a liberal arts 
emphasis from a Christian perspective. 
 Ask Stan about God’s grace, and he’ll tell 
you, “Anything can be done.  We think too 
small, but leaving ourselves open to God-
sized opportunities allows God to step in and 
create God-sized results.”
 The Webers had a feeling that God was 
preparing them for something back in the 
beginning of 1980.  Stan had been working at 
Hope Haven in Rock Valley, and it was there 
that he had become involved with some of 
the most important spiritual mentors in his 
life. He remembers two pivotal moments. 
The first was when he was sitting in a church 
pew watching a S.W.I.M (Summer Workshop 
in Ministries) video about Cary, Mississippi. 
That inspired him to get involved with 
summer volunteer work as a VBS coordinator 
in Cary for two weeks in the summer. The 
second was when the leaders of a group called 
Justice For All, based in Rock Valley, met with 
him and asked if he would be willing to join a 
ministry that they were funding in Vicksburg, 
Mississippi.
 Stan was engaged to Alice (Veluw, ’80) 
at the time, and she too had a heart for 
missions. She had grown up on her father’s 
dairy farm in southern Alberta, Canada, the 
daughter of Dutch immigrants.
 “I always wanted to be a teacher,” says 
Alice.  “I’ve always had a strong thirst for 
learning.”  Alice, like Stan, believed that God 
had a bigger plan for what he wanted them to 
do. When she looks back, she acknowledges 
how inspired she was by her father.  “My 
father was a man of compassion. He was the 
one who was always caring for the neighbors, 
accepting and not judging.”
 Stan and Alice married and moved to 
Vicksburg, Mississippi, in the summer of 
1980 to become the Associate Director and 
Education Director of We Care Community 
Services.  We Care provided after-school and 
community programs.
 “We call this our ‘finishing school’ for 
southern culture,” Stan says.  
 After five years in Vicksburg, Stan and 
Alice once again felt God telling them that 
their season there was coming to a close. 
Alice and some girlfriends took a trip 
to Nashville, and she found herself truly 
enjoying the city. Not long afterward, an 
opportunity arose there. Christ Presbyterian 
Church, the congregation that the Webers 
have been part of for twenty years, was 
partnering with Belmont Church, the 
congregation that launched the likes of 
Amy Grant and Michael W. Smith, to create 
a new ministry. In the fall of 1985, the 
Webers began their work with Salama Urban 
Ministries.
 Up until the spring of 2007, Salama 
(Swahili for “peace”) was what Stan calls 
a typical urban ministry. It provided Bible 
clubs and summer programs with the goal of 
producing “value-guided leaders.” Located 
in a transitional part of the city neighboring 
high-end Music Row and Vanderbilt 
University, Salama has touched the minds 
and hearts of many students, serving 
an almost one hundred percent African 
American population of kids from different 
areas and socioeconomic backgrounds. 
For years Salama has been encouraging 
kids from low-income families to pursue 
educational excellence, attend college, 
and become compassionate leaders in 
their communities. One of the program’s 
“graduates,” Harold Shannon, is now the 
president of the board of directors.  After 
leaving Salama, attending college, and 
becoming very successful in his field, 
Shannon has returned to the ministry to do 
what he can to help continue the legacy of 
learning and leadership.  
 The work has always been ambitious.  
 “I’m an entrepreneur by spirit,” says Stan. 
“I like to invite other people into the kingdom 
party, so to speak. I love mobilizing members 
of the church, leveraging people’s assets to 
make a difference in the city.”  Alice has 
worked with him, developing programs from 
the ground up, as well as helping volunteers 
and others involved with the ministry 
navigate the sometimes-huge cultural leap 
required by such an endeavor.
 This past spring, Salama began a new 
chapter with what they are calling the Salama 
Institute. The newly-restructured program is 
available for students grades Pre-K through 
12 after school and all day throughout the 
summer. It focuses on academics, leadership, 
and arts, filling in gaps left by the public 
school system along with additional training 
in technology, visual, and performing arts. In 
July, the summer program culminated with 
an outdoor production of West Side Story 
under a gigantic tent, complete with a live 
orchestra, a beautiful set, and 40 actors. It’s 
something that’s never been done quite this 
way before, and over 1500 people attended 
the event.
 Everyone in the $1.3 million program 
is on at least a ninety percent scholarship.   
One-third of that comes from Christ 
Presbyterian, and the rest is raised through 
relationships with people in the church, 
corporations, and foundations.
 “I meet some of the most generous people 
imaginable,” says Stan.  “I’m constantly seeing 
God at work because I’ve learned to leave 
God-sized opportunities for God to step in. 
Sometimes we think too small, but with God, 
anything can be done.”
 In the midst of Salama’s growth and 
change, Alice has found herself yielding to 
God’s call for her to make a change as well. 
After working beside Stan at Salama for all 
these years, she has taken a position teaching 
4th grade English Language Learners in the 
Nashville Public School system.  
 “Her ministry hasn’t changed,” says Stan, 
“but her geography has.”  
 Alice is finding new energy and 
inspiration in her new position. “Nashville 
is very welcoming to diverse people groups,” 
she says. As a result she has had opportunity 
to work with students from the city’s large 
Hispanic, Somalian, Kurdish, and Asian 
communities. She is pursuing her Master’s 
Degree in Education, and her heart and 
motivation remain the same as they’ve always 
been.
 The Webers believe they’ve been called to 
“360 degrees of leadership,” a natural process 
that happens when people link arms together, 
creating relationships where sometimes 
they are the mentor and other times they 
are mentored. Ultimately, the Weber family 
believes that God is more real in the picture 
of diversity: that we are called to lives of 
integrity and excellence as we bear the image 
of Christ and treasure the preciousness of 
others. It is through these “forever eyes” that 
the Webers—and their four children—see 
and serve their community.
 This coming spring, Dordt College will be 
organizing an alumni trip to Nashville (see ad 
on page 13).  It will be a time of refreshment 
and immersion in God’s grace where 
participants will have a chance to experience 
the vision of Salama and the work that Stan 
and Alice Weber do.    
Stan and Alice Weber have helped Salama Urban Ministries move from "typical urban ministry" to an educa-
tionally-focused program that focuses on academics, leadership and the arts.
The Webers learn to think big
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